Diocese of the South Diocesan Assembly 
Bible Bowl Competition: Rules and Guidelines

TOPIC:  The Book of Romans

Using the Orthodox Study Bible including Footnotes

Participants

Each parish and mission of the Diocese of the South of the Orthodox Church of America is eligible to enter one teen team, ages13-19 as of July 1 2009, and may have one or two alternates enter at the halfway point of the Bible Bowl. At least one team member must stay for the entire competition.  Names, ages and contact information for each team (including alternates) must be submitted to Anya Gill (anyagill@yahoo.com) by no later than July 15, 2009.
Questions

NOTE:  Each parish is asked to prepare 10-15 questions with answers (please note – answers are single word or at most a short phrase) to be submitted for the Bible Bowl by July 1.  Details on where questions need to be sent will be provided at a later date.

Please note this is not a trivial pursuit bowl.  Questions should reflect the critical and theological themes and issues that the participants will carry with them from their study of the Book of Romans.

All questions will come directly from the Orthodox Study Bible and footnotes.  If a footnote refers to another text, it may be used for further study and edification but no questions will come directly from it. Again, questions only come from the Orthodoxy Study Bible and footnotes.
Most questions will have no more than one part.

Example: “Name the twelve Disciples” most likely would not be used. “Name one of the twelve Disciples” more likely would be asked. 
These questions will be asked in a way that can be answered with one word or at most, a short phrase. Questions may be phrased as multiple choices, fill in the blank or true and false.
All teams will be expected to answer all questions during the bowl using the following format: 
· Each team, in turn, will be asked to give an oral answer to a question. The team members may confer among themselves to arrive at the single team answer. 
· As one team confers to give their oral answer, the members of the other teams will individually write down their answer. The teams giving written answers may not confer. 
· In following rounds, oral questions may continue or as a means of saving time all questions in round two and beyond may all be written with no oral questions.
Example: When question 1 is asked, team “A” would confer quietly to give one oral answer for the entire team. While they confer, all other participants will be writing down their answer on their own individual answer sheet. At a signal from the timekeeper, the selected member of team “A” would give their answer. Simultaneously, each team’s monitor will have collected the individual sheets from their team and will compile only the number of correct answers (0,1,2 or 3). This number is to be announced by the monitor when asked. For question 2, team “B” confers and everyone else writes down their answers, and so forth.
Score:

· A correct oral answer will count for 3 points. 
· An incorrect ORAL answer will count for ZERO points.
· Teams giving written answers will be awarded one (1) point for each correct written answer. 
· The total number of points awarded to a team for both oral and written will determine the final team scores. 
· A round is completed when all teams have been asked to answer an ORAL question. 
· The number of rounds in the bowl can be determined by the number of teams participating or by the time allotted. One and one half hours should be considered the normal amount of time for a complete Bible Bowl, though no Bible Bowl should exceed 2 hours. 

· Tiebreaker: In the event that a tie should occur, a tiebreaker written question will be given as there will be only one Team winner.
Judges: All answers will come from the assigned text. The participants have a right to challenge the answer, but the final decision is in the hands of the judges once they review the challenge against the actual text as found in the Orthodox Study Bible. The Judges are the sole authority on whether the answer is correct or not correct. Should the judges feel there is a discrepancy in the text, such that the question was misleading and confusing they will direct that question, and its answer, not be used and another question be substituted. The three (3) judges should be assigned from members of the clergy or other individuals selected by the Chairperson of this event that are qualified to judge the text. It is preferred that judges be chosen from those who do not have a participating team in the Bible Bowl.
MC:  The MC will select the questions randomly. At the signal from the Timekeeper, the MC will ask the team providing the ORAL answer for their answer and ask the monitors in turn to provide the total points earned for the other teams.
Scorekeeper:  The scorekeeper will write down the scores for each team for each question and keep an overall tally by team.  Scorekeeper may be asked to provide an updated score by the MC at key points in the competition such as after a round or two are completed.
Timekeeper: The timekeeper starts the clock running upon completion of the question being asked for the second time. The timekeeper shall signal when the answering time is up. 15 seconds will be allowed to answer a question and then answer sheets are handed to the team’s monitor.
Monitors: One monitor is assigned to each team to check their answers and give the combined score for that team. The monitor is the spokes-person in the event a question needs to be asked to the judges. It is also the responsibility of the monitor to ensure that each team member is doing his or her own work.  
Proper Attire: Participants are asked to dress appropriately for the Bible Bowl in a manner that represents their diocese and parish well in a public church event. Torn jeans or t-shirts (unless they are a team t-shirt), for example, would be considered inappropriate.
