The Diocese of the South

PO Box 191109
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March 22, 2007

His Beatitude, The Most Blessed Herman

Archbishop of Washington and New York

Metropolitan of All America and Canada

PO Box 675

Syosset, NY 11791

Your Beatitude and Concelebrant in the Lord:

Having the benefit of time to reflect on the actions initiated by us in rescinding the canonical transfer of Protopresbyter Rodion Kondratick from the Diocese of Washington and New York to the Diocese of the South, I must respectfully ask that we recognize that he is still a cleric of the Diocese of the South. I believe that rescinding a canonical transfer is not a proper action and thus could be challenged either by appeal to a spiritual court or by a court of another venue.

As you know, I refused on canonical grounds to suspend Protopresbyter Kondratick because he has done nothing wrong as a priest in my diocese, I could not be a party to calls for Protopresbyter Kondratick's suspension.  Nor, could I be a party to a “so-called Synodal suspension” since, again, I do not believe that such an action would be canonically sustainable. 

I view the voluntary action of Protopresbyter Kondratick in seeking my blessing and your invitation for him to answer any questions the Holy Synod wished to ask him this week not as the end of his assistance but only a first step in shedding as much light as possible on the actions of the Central Church Administration during his time as chancellor to Metropolitan Thedosius and you. 

I am sure, Your Beatitude that you wish to have this sad episode come to a godly conclusion for the life and well-being of our Church. I am also sure that those calling for Protopresbyter Kondratick's suspension and even deposition, fueled by fear and intimidation from a website that the entire Holy Synod condemned, are totally premature and could be viewed as an expedient means to put this entire matter behind us as quickly as possible. Nothing but the complete and total truth, as much as can humanly be ascertained, in a spirit of peace, humility, and justice can be our goal, no matter how long it takes. 

I am in full agreement with you and the other members of the Holy Synod that Protopresbyter Kondratick must continue to cooperate fully with the Holy Synod in its on-going investigation. I am in full agreement that Bishop Benjamin should take up the charge of working with Protopresbyter Kondratick in answering any and all questions related to the investigation, especially those raised by the commission's report.

I have instructed Protopresbyter Kondratick that he be fully cooperative with the Holy Synod and make himself available to Bishop Benjamin. I have also directed him while he cooperates with the Holy Synod that he continue to serve the spiritual needs of the parish in Venice as a priest of my diocese. On this note, I should add that under Protopresbyter Kondratick's guidance, over one hundred people have returned to the parish in Venice and are enjoying a renewed life in the Church. Before, our Holy Spirit mission was practically dead, but has now come to life again. If he does not continue to serve them, they can only go back to the state of a dying mission, only occasionally visited by some priest who may be available. At present, I have no one else to assign to them.

Your Beatitude, if Protopresbyter Kondratick proves either uncooperative in assisting the Holy Synod in this matter or if after his assistance ends and the final report of the Holy Synod demonstrates that he took actions that were against the good of the Church, he would  be open to disciplinary action. In any event, we must be prepared to do all things in good order, following the Holy Scriptures and Holy Tradition of the Church as we deliberate this matter to a Christian conclusion.

Asking the Lord to continue to bless you, I remain,

Your brother and concelebrant,
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Archbishop of Dallas and the South

