
 
 

In all things we give thanks to God.  Yes, we are still three and 
praying for a fourth and a fifth as God wills for “if He builds the house” we 
do not labor in vain.  The rhythm of our monastic life continues in its daily 
cycle of prayer, hospitality, and work with no two days exactly the same. 

In June we host the Saints Moses and Miriam Youth Retreat for 12-
14 year olds and the Saints Niketas and Eleni Youth Retreat for 15-17 
year olds.  The fourth Thursday through Sunday of September is reserved 
for the Clergy Wives.  Young Adults from 18-25 gather here in mid-
January.  In February, women from area Orthodox Churches who knit 
come with their knitting projects, join us in prayers, and enjoy fellowship 
with one another.  Following the age-old monastic tradition of hospitality, 
we continue to offer what space we have for others to come aside to pray, 
be silent, and to simply be. 

On the weekend of August 9-10, 2008, over 125 guests came to 
honor Mother Helena on her having completed fifty years as a monastic.  
It was a glorious celebration.  Many years! 

May 2, 2009 was our tenth annual Pilgrimage.  Many friends of our 
monastery joined us for a day of prayer and Christian fellowship. 

God always knows what we can handle.  With two candle makers, 
the monastery beeswax candle business grows steadily. 

Infrastructure in the form of having the electrical line buried and a 
water line put in on Candle Shop Lane has given us additional quiet from 
the former and better access to water from the latter. 

We are almost halfway to the building fund goal which will enable 
us to start building – all in God’s time. 

Our newsletter, One Thing Needful is mailed quarterly to over one 
thousand places and is posted on our web site 
http://www.saintsmaryandmarthaorthodoxmonastery.org. 

We are privileged to pray for the intentions of many and count on 
the prayers of others for us. 
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My soul doth magnify the Lord 
and my spirit rejoices in God 

my Savior! © 


