Carolinas Deanery reports for October 2021
Almost all our Churches and missions have shown growth over the past year. Some lost
parishioners due to COVID restrictions, but for the most part these were made up by new
members/inquirers. We have two new priests in the Deanery: Fr. John Cox (Charleston) and Fr.
Thomas Langdon (Toccoa). We need a priest at Holy Resurrection in North Augusta, although
the Ft. Gordon Chaplain, Fr. Matthew Furman, is doing a remarkable job. There are some issues
to be resolved at St. Mary’s in Rincon, GA, but Fr. James Bozeman is helping guide those. We
have one new Church construction (Holy Cross), and Holy Transfiguration is poised to purchase
property. Fr. Paul Schellbach continues to grow our relatively new mission in Hickory, NC, and
Fr. Andrew Winters is finding remarkable growth in Fayetteville. All other Parishes are in
continued growth patterns.
I will be retiring January 1, 2022, so we will elect a new Dean at the DOS Assembly in Miami.
During the past twenty years the Carolinas Deanery has grown from four missions to sixteen, and
many have now achieved Church status. There are currently two potential new missions. The
workload and distance between parishes has become a logistical problem for one priest who also
has the responsibilities of a Church. Thus, it is my recommendation to the Assembly that we
split the Carolinas Deanery into two, namely North and South Carolina, and split the two
Georgia churches geographically.

Your servant in Christ,
Fr. Thomas Moore

Individual Priest reports:
North Carolina
Holy Transfiguration Orthodox Church, Raleigh/Durham, NC
Priest Patrick Pulley
Received into the Church by baptism and/or chrismation: 10
Marriages: 2
Deaths: 0
Current number of Catechumens: 11
Our weekly services include Wednesday night vespers followed by an ongoing catechism open
to everyone, Saturday night great vespers followed by confessions, and Sunday morning Divine
Liturgy followed by a coffee hour. Every other Sunday we have church school for all ages in the

hour before the liturgy. We also pray a full vigil on the eve of great feasts and have a festal
liturgy the morning of great feasts.
Our parish has seen a change in membership due to the pressures of the covid era, but the overall
trend has been a rather significant increase in visitors, regular seekers, catechumens, and new
families joining the Church.
We are overdue in our need (due to growth in numbers and exceeding age of our current facility)
to purchase a piece of land and build a larger church. We have made a number of offers and
seen all of those deals fall through for a variety of reasons so we are currently back to the very
beginning in our search for an ideal parcel of land.
Archangel Gabriel. Hickory, NC
Fr. Paul Schellbach
7 chrismations
2 preparing as readers (with Vladykas blessing)
2 preparing for catechist program.
Adults: 28
Children: 11
Regular cycle of services. We also had struggle and division in our community during the
pandemic. 7 former members formed a ROCOR community in hickory. However, we have
individuals seeking the faith and there is a continual excitement for growth in our community.
St. Basil’s, Wilmington, NC
Fr. Andrew Canon
St Basil’s continues to flourish by the grace of God and the dedication of our parishioners. We
were sad to say goodbye to Fr Peter and M. Christine Robichau (and their kids!), and we are
grateful every day for the strong foundation they laid. We are financially stable, getting our debt
under control to look ahead to building phase II (a permanent temple). Our ministries have been
getting better organized, with many newer members stepping up. We buried a few faithful
members (one very unexpectedly), married a recent convert couple, and chrismated two. In the
last nine months we have enrolled fourteen catechumens (we have a class of 17!), and we have
welcomed a number of new members who have relocated to the area. Since Fr Andrew and his
family have bought their own home, we voted to use our parish house as (among other things) a
retreat house for clergy and clergy wives—Come stay in a cozy home and enjoy the beach and
Wilmington (donations appreciated)! When unoccupied, we hope to welcome our local
community in (particularly college kids) for coffee and a place to study and engage with our
parishioners.
St. Nicholas, Fayetteville, NC
Fr. Andrew Winters:
7 Baptism/Chrismations
2 Funerals
3 new tonsured readers, 2 diaconal candidates
Adults - 47
Children - 32
Great Vespers on Saturday and the Eve of a Feast
Divine Liturgy on Sunday

We will resume Sunday School for the children now that everyone is allowed back in Church
Nativity of the Theotokos, Charlotte, NC
Fr. Bill Mills
Regular cycle of services
Re-started meal ministry for the Men's Rescue Mission--- $350.00 a month donation
OCMC/IOCC regular donations---$300,00 per year each
Annual Advent Angel Tree Gift Donations (Nov-Dec)
Annual August Back to School Backpack and School Supply Donations to local school -- 32
backpacks plus supplies donated this year
Chad Cordero -- DVP Program--approximately halfway through program
We currently have 6 catechumens and one inquirer
Stephen Ministry Program -- trained one new Stephen Minister and will train two more in 2022
Weekly Adult Bible Study on Zoom -- average 12-13 per session
Two guest speakers on Zoom Nicolae Roddy, PhD. "Virtual Pilgrimage of Jerusalem" during
Pascha season 2021and Deacon Nicholas Denynsenko, PhD "The Feast of the Annunciation:
Scripture and Liturgy" during Great Lent 2021
Church School re-started -- two classes elementary class and MS/HS class
Holy Cross Orthodox Church, Kernersville, NC
Fr. Christopher Foley
The last two years have been a challenge for our community as well as a cause for
thanksgiving. The pandemic brought a lot of struggle and division within our parish which led to
about 10 families leaving to attend other churches that had less strict protocols (Serbian and
ROCOR). At this point, it looks as if they are not returning. The flip side of this though is that
we have seen tremendous growth with new faithful and catechumens. In the last year, we have
baptized and chrismated 19 souls into the Orthodox Faith and are getting ready to start a new
catechism class with 20 people interested. We have seen the pandemic bring people who are
searching for faith and a church community.
The building that we have been renting for 15 years has been sold so we were forced into looking
for a new temporary space while we wait to begin construction on our new church. During Lent,
we found a new space and moved in two weeks before Pascha. It has been a blessing.
We also had the tremendous joy of having the ground-breaking for our new church and
hall. This has been 8 years in the making and give glory to God for a unanimous vote to begin
building. Archbishop Alexander, along with 10 priests, 3 deacons, and over a hundred faithful
gathered to bless the ground-breaking. We are thankful for God’s faithfulness during this
time. Our people have been so supportive and understanding during this difficult time and are
thankful to the many parishioners who have continued to remain faithful to the church.
St. George, Edenton, NC
Fr. Benedict Churchill
Fundamentally, we were in a holding pattern during 2020.

In response to covid, we suspended services in April, held abbreviated services for Palm Sunday
and Pascha, later resumed Sunday Liturgy, and eventually Vespers, then a common meal after
Sunday Liturgy, then Vespers and Liturgy for the Great Feasts. We have not yet resumed our
Wednesday Vespers services.
Membership: Stable in 2020; There were no funerals, baptisms, or chrismations, though we saw
the addition of a retired couple as inquirers and then catechumens, and late in the year two
Orthodox people who live on the Outer Banks began to attend at St George's (though they are
often impeded by their work as well as the distance).
Physical plant: Solid, but needs work, for which we are reserving funds.
Financial status: stable.

Georgia
St. Timothy’s, Toccoa, GA
Fr. Thomas Langdon
Overall, while enjoying a level of participation at services better than most Churches through the
COVID pandemic, such as not restricting the number of people attending, some of the members
have been disinclined to consider the virus a serious threat. While some were displeased with the
mandate, the members were willing to comply with the mask mandate when it was in place for
obedience sake.
I think the mood of our members has generally been positive toward the leadership of the
Diocese and St Timothy’s community. We have new inquirers and a couple of Orthodox families
who have moved to the area and a couple of other families who have moved to Toccoa from
farther away so they can be closer to the Church. Hopefully this trend will continue as the
community will benefit from some “new life.” We are also providing a few more church services
than what they were accustomed to without overdoing it. I think things are going well overall
with the usual challenges.
St Mary Magdalene Orthodox Church, Rincon, GA
Fr. James Bozeman, Fr. Nicholas Hubbard
From the time the pandemic began, we focused our attention on the things that we can control.
We continue to be faithful in serving the liturgical services we are able to, as well as provide
ongoing fellowship and formation. This does not mean we have not had challenges.
We have lost some members due to job relocations, as well as dissatisfaction pertaining to Covid
Guidelines.
We are in an early stage of clarifying who is still a member of our parish and who is not.
Currently, we have around 12 households that are committed to our community.
South Carolina

Holy Ascension, Charleston, SC
Fr. John Cox
Metrical records indicate that in 2021 we have had 5 baptisms, 13 chrismations, 4 weddings, and
0 funerals. 2020 saw Holy Ascension's first budget surplus in a number of years, and I am happy
to report that such seems likely to be the case in 2021 as well. Obviously the transition from Fr.
John Mikita to me comes near on the heels of the pandemic restrictions that began in 2020, and I
am sure this has been a source of struggle for some folks, but we have been received very
warmly here and, judging by coffee hour, liturgical participation, and personal interactions, the
community seems to be in good shape, in terms of morale. Taking the numbers together with the
"temperature" of the community, as far as I have been able to discern it, I would say that the
health of Holy Ascension is good.
St Anthony Orthodox Church, Rock Hill SC
Fr. Mikel Bock
The 2020 year brought us 3 catechumens, and classes were held weekly by phone or Zoom, all
3 have been brought into the church during 2021.
We currently have 6 new catechumens.
Bible Study is every Wednesday.
Catechumen classes on Sunday, and during the week on Zoom.
Subdeacon, Reader, Altar server classes are held on Sunday’s every other week.
Sunday School meets every Sunday.
Finished 2020 Financially with a gain of $7800.
Services were held every weekend as well as Great and minor feasts as well as certain Saints.
During the time of the virus, it became a good time to do some much needed remodeling, for
both the church, and the parish-owned house next door.
Holy Resurrection, N. Augusta, GA
Fr. Matthew Furman
4 receptions into the Church
13 (currently) catechumens
4 inquirers
3 preparing to be readers (with Vladyka's blessing)
1 preparing to be a subdeacon (with Vladyka's blessing)
1 current seminarian
1 preparing to become a seminarian (with Vladyka's blessing)
1 heterodox marriage blessed
Parsonage getting work done to prepare for a more permanent priest once I leave.
only 2 families still not showing up due to COVID fears.
Holy Apostles, West Columbia, SC
Fr. Ignatius Green
Glory to God, we have weathered these odd and trying times without too much damage (either
spiritual or financial), and we’ve seen some good fruit. Our core group is intact, and while a
couple families have gone to other parishes over COVID issues, and a few still have not
returned, we have retained nearly all of our people, resumed a robust cycle of services, and we
are welcoming a good number of new members as well, both converts and those who have

moved to the area or started going to church again. Those who are converting come in a broad
spectrum, from whole young families and young singles to older couples and individuals (by the
end of this year we should be at 6 adult baptisms, 3 or 4 infant baptisms, and 1 adult chrismation;
several newer catechumens will still be preparing for baptism after the end of this year).
The health of the community as a whole is good. Regular confession and very frequent
Communion are the norm. Tithing has remained steady, and while one large donor recently left,
we will soon go from two full time priests to one, so it should even out. We are looking at
eventually build to accommodate the new influx of people and allow for further growth, but no
concrete plans have yet been made. More imminently, we are dealing with the pastoral issues of
the present time. Our people have diverse political and COVID views, but they have been
learning to live with this tension and place the Gospel first. The transition preparing for Fr
Thomas’s retirement has been, on the whole, successful so far, and now nearly all confessions
and pastoral issues are already being dealt with by Fr Ignatius (and all catechesis).

ST JAMES MISSION, BEAUFORT, SC
Fr. James Bozeman
“TEMPERATURE OF THE MISSION”: When the pandemic hit in 2020, we moved quickly
to follow the guidance sent to us by the Archbishop. My goal in this was to move as quickly as
possible to do our part to fight the spread of COVID, in the utterly naive hope that it would pass
rapidly and allow us to return to a normal church schedule.
As we know that didn’t happen,
but most of our parishioners did try to embrace both the guidance regarding staying at home,
along with our service streaming efforts. Not everyone was happy with this this, but we never
experienced in serious push-back or divisiveness, though our parish family has many, many
different opinions on the pandemic. Despite the tiny size of our church, to our knowledge, we
have not had one case of COVID being spread due to attendance at services, for which we thank
God. We have had a number of folks contract it, but they have taken it upon themselves to
isolate and be careful about spreading the virus.
“METRICS AND DATA”: As far as the life of the mission and growth is concerned, St James
has been the beneficiary of pandemic-related decisions of folks to move to our area. We’ve seen
some substantial growth in the form of transferring membership from northern parishes to our
southern mission, and also less-desirous growth from members transferring from other local
parishes to ours. While many Orthodox churches experienced a massive influx of inquirers, this
did not happen at St James. We did receive one couple by chrismation in the midst of the
pandemic, and have since had a small smattering or inquirers.
Generally, the sense within our parish is impatience with the demands of the pandemic, along
with a generally resignation that the pandemic will demand some flexibility from us as it
continues. In the midst of this, we are trying to re-ignite our building program and get moving
toward a permanent (and much larger) space. We are now trying to “reboot” church school and
adult study sessions, as we have some renewed interest in these things. Prior to the pandemic, we

had around 30 members in good standing. Now, once all of our regular attenders and those who
are moving into the area are accounted for, we have around 50 members and regular communing
attenders combined. But this has been difficult to ascertain, as so many people are attending
services rather sporadically due to COVID-related fears. This remains a big frustration, though
we are grateful to see different elements of growth in our mission.
St John of the Ladder Orthodox Church
Archpriest Marcus Burch, Priest Peter Robichau, Deacon Joseph Wesseler
Greenville, SC
As for all of us, 2020 and now well into 2021 have been challenging years. The pandemic and
the response of the church, the civil authority, and society in general have brought division and
divisiveness. Having a relatively large worship space, we were usually able to accomodate a
significant number of faithful (even with distancing). So, in hindsight, the "hardship" doesn't
seem like it should have been that difficult to endure. Of course, that the most stringent
precautions and restrictions fell during Great Lent, Holy Week, and Pascha, exacerbated their
effect. Regardless, SJOTL has had somewhere around 25 people (including children) leave for
other communities that had pandemic guidelines which were more to their liking and/or more in
accord with their understanding of the pandemic. Still, as has been the case for others, we have
much for which to be thankful. 2020 and 2021 have proved to be years of significant faithfulness
on the part of many and significant growth in numbers.
Membership
SJOTL has approximately 140 adults and 120 children who are either "members" (as defined by
our DOS Bylaws) or integrally connected to the parish. Additionally, we have approximately 50
catechumens and inquirers in varying degrees of approach to the church. We had a robust
celebration of Holy Week and Pascha in 2021 (with at least 225 in attendance for the "Midnight
Service") and, especially by mid-summer, our weekly attendance had rebounded to near its prepandemic levels, often reaching 175 on Sunday. Our attendance continues to be good, though
perhaps a bit lower during the latest phase of the pandemic. We have had nearly 20 baptisms
and/or chrismations in the last two years, 2 funerals, and one marriage. While we have thus far
had quite a few people in the parish with Covid, we have had no severe cases nor any "in the
temple" transmission (as far as we can discern).
Liturgical Life
We continue to offer a full liturgical cycle including Great Lent, Holy Week, Pascha, Festal Vigil
(or Matins) and Festal Divine Liturgy, a full Nativity Cycle, weekday matins, and usually a once
a week weekday Divine Liturgy. We are blessed with several choir directors and good and
dedicated choir members, readers, and altar servers. We celebrate yearly the (Outdoor) Great
Blessing of Water with the local GOA and other Orthodox communities on the Sunday after
Theophany. We offered a training course for readers during Great Lent. We continue our weekly
choir "warm-up" before Sunday's Divine Liturgy and will begin monthly week night choir
rehearsals.

Programs
In July of 2020 we brought on a parish administrator, Allison Nix, who has been a great addition
to our work and ministry. She has brought much needed organization and communication, and
allowed our clergy to devote more time to ministry and those things that "only the priest can do".
At our "Easter Egg Hunt" following the Vespers of Pascha where we had well over 60 children
under the age of 13, it became apparent that we needed to follow through on our need for a
"Youth Director'' (for which we had budgeted in 2021). We were happy to "onboard" Deacon
Joseph Wesseler (from the Diocese of the Western America of the Serbian Orthodox Church).
Deacon Joseph is a 2017 graduate of SVOTS. We have restarted our Sunday Church School
Program and have launched a weekly Wednesday evening Youth Group. We will look for further
opportunities to engage our youth. We are reengaging with our campus ministries at Furman and
Clemson Universities. We have a weekly catechumen class (that meets Saturday afternoon
before Vespers). We have been hosting a weekly "zoom" Book Study and are considering ways
in which to continue that study as we transition back to more "in-person" meetings. Additionally
there is a monthly women's book study and an occasional men's group meeting (both of which
we are hoping to re-energize in the coming months).
We have several "support programs" within the parish including the St. Photini Burial Society
and "Meal Trains" for the families of newborns and the families of those dealing with sickness
and end-of-life.
We discontinued our participation in a local homeless outreach (which itself had been curtailed
during the pandemic) and are presently considering ways to re-engage in a meaningful local
outreach. We continue to support the local United Ministries with a monthly donation of funds
and food stuffs for their food pantry. We also support OCMC, IOCC, SVOTS and STOTS, and
offer direct support to seminarians. Additionally we hosted a STOTS seminarian and his family
for a portion of the summer as part of his DOS Summer Internship.
We hosted a Fall Festival in 2020 and are now planning for 2021. This is mostly envisioned as a
"community building" event for our own parishioners and open only to those whom they might
invite. We are planning an evening of "Music and Iconography" as a sort of open house in the
week after Thanksgiving and before the "Christmas Season" gets into high gear. We will also be
planning a similar event in 2022 for "maslenitsa" connected to Cheesefare Week.
We continue to participate in the Carolinas Deanery "Hot Springs Campout" in October, and are
contemplating a parish campout in the Spring (in the weeks following Pascha).
Property
We moved into our new temple three years ago (October 7, 2018). While the pandemic has
brought out many people, some of the interest we are now seeing in the parish surely stems from
our very inviting, centrally located, and beautiful temple ("an Icon of Christ in the community,
visible and visibly Orthodox Christian"). In the last months of 2020 and the first two months of
this year we completed the "finish woodwork" on the interior of the temple. We still need to

shellac all the interior finish woodwork, though this (together with some interior plaster) is the
final interior project which we did not include in the initial construction.
In September of 2021 we broke ground on our parish hall (we have "suffered along" without a
parish hall now for three years. Though the pandemic delayed the start of the hall, it also made
its absence less noticed). We hope and pray to be in the new hall by Pascha of 2022, though
certainly no later than next summer. We also ordered a playground in July of 2021. Like many
unanticipated shortages and unexpected demand during the pandemic, we found that orders for
playgrounds greatly increased. It looks like it will be installed next month (November 2021).
Additionally, to take advantage of the still low interest rates, we have refinanced our
indebtedness, and locked in a very favorable interest rate for the next 7 years. Despite the
"hardships" of 2020, we exceeded our budgeted income by 10 percent, and thus far in 2021 we
are (for perhaps the first time ever!) ahead of budgeted income for the year. Our restricted giving
continues to be strong, including over $150,000 in Capital Campaign receipts for our new parish
hall, in addition to significant gifts to our Icon Fund, Alms Fund, and various other restricted
giving.
Iconography
We are blessed to have a resident iconographer, Seraphim O'Keefe, who began painting the wall
murals in the temple in 2019. So far he has completed the two side chapels and the narthex. In
late August of this year we had the dome and drum (or barrel) plastered, and in September
Seraphim began painting the murals on the dome and drum. We are also working to complete the
new iconostasis. This is the work of Ekaterina and Anton Dainecko, a couple from Belarus. We
have received the six icons that make up the lower section of the iconostasis, and have received
notification that the Royal Doors, door posts, and Icon of the Mystical Supper have now been
completed. Once the 4 icons with the 12 Great Feasts are completed (early in 2022), all will be
shipped and we can install the new iconostasis. This will leave only the panel icons which
surround the entrances to each chapel to be completed. We continue to commission various
"kissing icons" from Archpriest Andrew Tregubov.
Other
We are blessed to have had Priest Peter Robichau and his family move to Greenville in Summer
of 2021. Fr. Peter continues in his role as Secretary of the Diocese of the South and is not
"assigned" to SJOTL. Still, he is a stabilizing presence and able to fill in occasionally as needed.
SJOTL has also been very grateful to have Priest Paul Coats as a regular substitute over the last
two years, filling in for Fr. Marcus when he travels for diocesan business or personal matters.

St. John the Wonderworker Church, Atlanta, GA
Fr. Thomas Alessandroni
Saint John the Wonderworker Parish in Atlanta GA. Like most parishes has faced
numerous challenges in the past year. I am relieved to say that we have had few cases
of Covid and have been able to maintain our cycle of services without interruption. Our
numbers are down by about 20% since the beginning of the pandemic, some covid
related but usually it’s because of someone moving away to be closer to family or for
work. Amazingly we continue to receive financial support from many of our former
members and from others, some of whom I have never met who want to support St
John’s. And so despite the loss of members we are financially quite stable, Glory to
God!
We have been averaging around 80 individuals for Sunday services which is a
comfortable number for the size of our temple right now. This includes a number of new
inquirers and visitors. We have 6 adult catechumens and 6 teens and children. We had
2 adults received through Chrismation in the past year with 4 children received with
Baptism and 3 newborns also baptized. We also had 2 weddings and 2 funerals.
Our Loaves and Fishes Food ministry has also continues to serve the indigent and
homeless without interruptions. We did have to move the program outside and adopt
some other safety precautions. The greater visibility of our clients has led to more
support from our local community both in volunteers and food and cash donations.
We have a weekly catechumen class and an ongoing Bible study on Zoom taught by Dr.
James Wallace who is chairman of the Theology dept. at Christian Brothers U. in
Memphis(and also my son-in law).It is open to Orthodox Christians from other parishes
if you would like to join.
Our Deacon Gabriel is currently attending St Tikhon’s Seminary and we were very glad
to have him back for the summer before he returned there to begin his 2nd year.
Our school, St Nicholas Academy opened up but with reduced numbers this year as we
decided not to recruit new students until the pandemic has subsided and we are offering
services to home schoolers to supplement their curriculums.
In the next year we hope to transform our “barn” into a multiuse space for social and
recreational activities. We also plan to continue to beautify our church building with
additional Icon murals.
And so through your prayers and God’s Mercy, we have managed to survive and maybe
even thrive some and we enter the year ahead with Faith that Our Lord and St John will
continue to bless our efforts to serve the church and the community here in Atlanta.

St. Innocent Orthodox Church, Macon GA
Fr. Theophan Buck
Outside of the general Covid struggles that we all have been going through, St.
Innocent has been having another blessed year. Most of our people have come back to
regularly attending church. Our Sunday attendance has held steady and increased a bit
to around 60-70 on an average. We continue to live-stream most of our services on
YouTube and Facebook for those who cannot make it and for outreach. We continue to
have regular visitors, inquirers, and people moving to our area making St. Innocent their
home. We have had an unprecedented influx of inquirers and catechumens (around 20)
which has pushed us to have two catechism “cohorts.” In early January we brought two
families into the Orthodox Church.
This year we have been focusing on four areas of parish life: Community, Discipleship,
Evangelism, and Charity.
Community: Since our reopening we have recommitted to a robust fellowship during
coffee hour. We will be having our first Ladies Fellowship Brunch in September and in
November our annual Men’s fellowship.
Discipleship: This year the Parish Council has been working with the Orthodox Christian
Leadership Initiative in order to learn new skills and fine tune our PC meetings. We
have two cohorts of Catechumens working their way through the catechumenate. We
are a regional parish so these classes are held via zoom which has greatly improved
attendance. We also have a zoom book club that meets weekly and has studied five
books in this last year. Once a month during coffee hour we have an “ask Father” class
which focuses on people’s questions and current issues. In September we will be
kicking off in-our person Church School.
Evangelism: We have plans, if possible, to hold a “Visitor Sunday” that fall and to have a
guest speaker in late October. Fr. Theophan continues to give church tours and speak
at local colleges. In late September we will be filming another set of Orthodox video
testimonies which focus on people’s experience of the Orthodox faith and our
community.
Charity: This year we have been able to support various local charities such as the
Monroe County Pregnancy Center, and the Middle GA Foodbank. Outside of local
charities we have supported OCMC and Mull Monastery. Currently we are collection
money for Afghani refugees.
On the Sunday after St. Innocent’s Feast Day, we will be celebrating the 25th
anniversary since our founding. In honor of this milestone, we have saved and collected
enough donations to purchase a large bell which will complete our set of bells.

St. Mary Of Egypt Orthodox Church - Norcross, GA
Fr. Christopher R. Maciolek
“Call me Fr. Ishmael. Some months ago - never mind how long precisely - having little
or no money in my purse, and nothing particular to interest me in Minnesota, I
thought I would drive my family about a little and see the hot and humid parts of the
United States.” - from an early draft of Herman Melville's Moby Dick probably.

With much help from the pious Protodeacon Lazarus Muska, who made this report
possible, we are happy to say that SME remained remarkably healthy during the
winter/spring spike in COVID cases with only a few of the faithful infected, but none
seriously ill.
The celebrations of Holy Week and Pascha were undertaken with great joy this past
April and May as many of the faithful returned home to SME when the initial need for a
quarantine drew to a close; however, it turned bittersweet on Bright Monday when we
bid farewell to our beloved Iguman Cyprian (DuRant) after eighteen years at SME as he
joined the brotherhood of St. Tikhon's Monastery. May God grant him many years and
continued blessing in his priestly ministry! Just prior to his departure, we completed a
major facelift/renovation of our temple’s exterior with new siding and paint and a
rebuilt bell tower.
Throughout May and June, the remaining faithful of SME continued to celebrate the
services with the help of Dn. Lazarus, the many dedicated readers and choir members,
and the various priests who were kind enough to make the trip to Norcross.
On July 1, we formally welcomed Fr. Christopher Maciolek as our new pastor, along with
his lovely wife, Matushka Gretchen, and their children Basil, Maria, Anastasia, Nikolia,
John, Perpetua, Felicity, and Olga. His frequent visits to the Atlanta area since January
2021 in search of housing gave the faithful of SME additional opportunities to meet and
greet him before his official start.
Since the arrival of our new rector, we have entered into a newly balanced schedule of
services that takes into account the switch from a hieromonk to a hierodad at the helm
and the energy levels of the core people who help make the services happen. We have
also happily restarted coffee hour fellowship on Sundays with many meals being served
outdoors as weather permits.
Church School has resumed in person and via Zoom classes. Adult classes have
continued via Zoom during the week (currently studying Romans) immediately followed
by our weekly catechism.
The faithful of SME continue to support the Loaves and Fishes Ministry by bringing
homemade sandwiches to our parish hall where Dn. Lazarus collects and then

transports them to St. John the Wonderworker in Atlanta to be distributed during the
breakfasts served to the homeless.
Thank God, our membership continues to grow with two new confirmations, two
catechumens, and several seekers regularly attending services. Glory to God for all
things!

St. Luke Orthodox Mission, Anniston, Alabama
Fr. Basil Henry
The past year brought the blessing of being able to return to a more normal level of
Church life here at St. Luke. After the agonies of the first year under the impact of
Covid-19 it was a great joy to be able to open our doors and welcome people back
safely to their church. We are fortunate in that we have not suffered any deaths from the
Pandemic at our parish. We continue to weather the Covid storm as best we can.
We have received 5 new members to the flock through baptism/chrismation over the
past year. And currently we have 3 catechumens. Our attendance at the Divine Liturgy
on Sundays is around 50 and we have been having a number of visitors and inquirers
over recent months. It was glorious to finally be able to celebrate Great Lent, Holy
Week, and Pascha this year after the liturgical desolation of the previous year. We saw
record numbers at all of the services, especially for Pascha itself. Once again we rented
a large tent with a chandelier for our courtyard to enhance the Paschal feast and our
Agape picnic. The egg hunt was a great success with children overjoyed to be back and
having fun again. We are back to enjoying our extensive coffee hour brunch following
Sunday Liturgy. Every other Sunday able-bodied volunteers (aka enthusiastic youth) set
up a large circular table arrangement for anyone who wants to sit with the priest and
discuss various theological and spiritual topics. Coming to the conclusion that our parish
should be a liturgical paradise all week long and not just on the weekends I began
serving Matins and Vespers daily from Tuesday through Friday.
We recently had our annual “Day at the Lake” picnic at a parishioner’s home on Weiss
Lake. Everyone enjoys the grand dock, swimming, ski jets, picnic BBQ and all around
good time. We are reactivating our monthly Game Nights at the parish hall and a
monthly gathering at a local restaurant for dining out together. The Apocalypse and the
Patristic interpretation of it is the topic of our latest Biblical class.
The church now has an official office and music library, with the addition of a massive
new filing cabinet holding the vast array of liturgical files bringing greater order that

realm. A nice sizable bell was recently acquired and it adds a wonderful facet to the
services.
God has blessed this little corner of His Vineyard and we are thankful.

St. Symeon Orthodox Church, Birmingham, Alabama
Fr. Alexander Fecanin
It has been a year of family growth at St. Symeon’s. We had 6 adult converts, but
baptized 10 infants, plus a 6-year old stepson of a member! Two of my new
granddaughters were included in that infant number, thanks be to God.
We expect continued growth with 4 marriages this past year and 5 more scheduled for
the coming year.
We had one funeral for an elderly member, God rest his soul.
Attendance is back to where it was pre-covid, thanks be to God! Fr. Seraphim Joa,
attached here, is a tremendous help both at St. Symeon’s and as a supply priest in the
Atlanta (aka Southeastern) Deanery. Glory to God for all things!

St. Herman of Alaska Mission Station, Tuscaloosa, Alabama
Rupert (Shea) Cole (Warden)
In August 2018 our family began hosting a weekly Little Compline service and a
discussion group in our home. Our desire was to pray and invite others to join us. Over
the last three years the community has continued to meet on Wednesdays and have
occasional community events like potlucks. We average 15-20 people per week.
In early March of this year His Grace Archbishop Alexander gave his blessing for
us to officially become a new mission station. We took as our patron St Herman of
Alaska. By God’s grace we have found a church building, graciously offered by a local
protestant church. We have added reader’s Vespers on Saturdays and Fr Seraphim Joa
occasionally serves Divine Liturgy at the mission.
In addition to Church services we have an active men’s group that meets twice a
month. One meeting is a reading group in which we discuss a spiritual text or Holy
Scripture and the other meeting is a vigil, in which we meet late in the evening to pray
for our families, the mission and our city. Our women are also quite active, holding a
reading group once a month, teaching our children during Wednesday discussion
groups and planning their women’s retreat next month!
Many thanks for everyone’s support and prayers! Glory to God for all things!

“And I, a sinner, have been trying to love God for more than forty years, and cannot say that I
perfectly love Him. If we love someone we always remember him and try to please him; day and
night our heart is occupied with that object.
Is that how you, gentlemen, love God? Do you often turn to Him, do you always remember Him,
do you always pray to Him and fulfill His holy commandments? ‘For our good, for our
happiness at least let us make a vow that from this day, from this hour, from this minute we shall
strive to love God above all else and to fulfill His holy will.'”
+ St. Herman of Alaska

Mississippi River Deanery Report
Diocesan Conference – Miami, FL
October 4-8, 2021
The Mississippi River Deanery, by the grace of God, has continued to move forward with the Gospel during the
pandemic. As is the case across the diocese, ideological differences pertaining to Covid-19 have created
unprecedented challenges for both our priests and parishioners. Through it all, God has continued to bless our
missions and parishes. Overall, our churches are doing well in number, financially, and spiritually. Following
are reports from our respective missions and or parishes in the MRD - To God be the Glory!
All Saints Summer Camp
All Saints Summer Camp hosted 220 campers, 31 counselors, 8 priests, and one deacon for a total of 260
participants (record attendance!). The priests, campers, and other volunteers were from the OCA, ROMA,
GOA, ROCOR, and the AOC. It was a wonderful week of learning about how to "Journey with the Saints,"
make new friends, and be together as Orthodox Christians. All Saints Summer Camp will run from July 4th 8th in 2022 at Camp Akiva in Point, TX.
St. George Orthodox Church – Memphis, TN
2021 has been another busy year at St. George. Our concentrations have been 1) to have more educational
opportunities 2) have more services available during the week and 3) to continue to maintain and restore our
grounds and buildings.
At the beginning of September we launched a readers’ course, a book study, a class on various aspects of
Orthodoxy, a youth class and as well are winding up a nine month catechism class. All of these classes are
scheduled weekly and ongoing until Lent.
We have added an additional vespers and a matins service to the weekly service schedule, for a total of five
times of prayer a week. Plans are to begin a regular midweek liturgy.\
We have about 3 acres of yard to care for which we do ourselves. With three riding lawnmowers It takes three
men most of a day to get everything done once a week. In July and August we had five Saturday work parties to
prep, prime and paint all the wrought iron handrails at the four different buildings we have.
We have three catechumens who will be chrismated in November.
St. George’s finances are in the black but giving was slightly less this fiscal year, mostly related to job loss. The
parish board meets monthly and does a complete financial report.
In January of 2020 I closed my tile business and devoted much more time to the church. It is very wonderful to
be able to do.
St. George is trying out a simple format public food event: one that can be gotten together in a couple of days
instead of weeks. We will sell blini (homemade of course) with all the fillings, tea from the samovar and
Russian soft drinks under our large pavilion. We hope this will catch on in our neighborhood.
The pandemic has given an excuse to be lax with many things spiritually. St. Georgians are not confessing as
regularly and are attending less than weekly. Some are so intent on keeping their jobs that we don’t see them
much. Cares and distractions seem to be at an all-time high. Our Sunday attendance averages 40 total, with a
hundred on the books.

With God’s grace and the prayers of the saints, we go forward, joyful that we are following Him, imperfectly as
it is, and praying for His continual forgiveness, mercy and love.
Yours in Christ,
Archpriest Mark Sutton

Ss. George and Alexandra Orthodox Mission – Rogers, AR
It has been an interesting year of having covid protocols lifted and then experiencing the covid variant. Some of
our highlights were:
1. We received 4 adults and one 12 year old by baptism on Lazarus Saturday. We anticipate receiving by
baptism six children ages 13-7 this fall. These children are part of a blended family. On one hand we
have a couple and one child who are Orthodox. However the father of the family has six children from a
previous marriage. Currently the mother of these children has custody and the father gets to have the
children every other weekend. We anticipate that next week that the Father will get custody of these
children. These children desperately want to be orthodox and I with the Orthodox parents have been
preparing them to enter the Church.
2. Our remodeling project of our Church Hall has been on hold with a zoning issue since May. The
contractor gutted the hall only to discover that the property was not zoned. This was a surprise to us all,
since at the time of the sale of the property we were told by the Fort Chaffee Redevelopment authority
that it was zoned as light industrial. We were one of the first properties sold. On September 7, we
finally got our zoning, so the construction of the Hall can finally begin.
3. In the meantime, as some members and families began to come back, the variant broke out and many
quit coming to the Church. However, we do have several new comers both Orthodox and Inquirers. I
will be stating a catechumen class in a few weeks.
4. When the variant broke out, in consultation my fellow priest Fr. Paul and with our parish
epidemiologist, we strongly encouraged the wearing of masks. We resume social distancing and
screening at the entrance of the Church with hand washing. People with symptoms were told not to
come to Church.
5. Our Choir director recently acquired the variant. She is a vaccinated person and was in contact with
those at Saturday night vespers. However the next day she woke up with a headache and stayed home.
Later that week she was tested positive for COVID. After consulting with our Dean and resident
epidemiologist we put in place the following practices. Everyone who was in attendance were informed
of the identity of the person with the positive test. Everyone who attended was asked if they had any
symptoms and were asked to be tested for Covid. All vaccinated people with no symptoms were
allowed to attend services pending their covid test. The one person who was present at the vespers
service and was not vaccinated was required to stay home for 10 days. No one tested positive nor had
any symptoms. All members of the Church who were not in attendance that Saturday Night were
informed of the situation but were not told the name of the person with the positive test. Thankfully our
Choir Director is now out of quarantine. Her symptoms were mild. Last week we had one member of
the Church test positive for COVID. She had not been in Church for a few weeks, and lives at a
distance so no one else was affected. She was not vaccinated and is now doing better.
Yours in Christ always,
Archpriest John Maxwell

Saint John of Chicago Mission – Rogers, AR
As we approach the end of 2021 I can say that the mission is doing very well, all things considered. Two
families left the Orthodox Church during the Covid crisis, and a few others have either moved or not returned to
church. We have, however, received several new members into the church, have had at least three new families
move to Northwest Arkansas and join our mission, and had several babies born.
Just this past month we have returned to church school classes, youth group, and midweek class for adults, as
well as our women’s group becoming more active again. We have also this month started a brotherhood for the
man of the mission, the aim of which is to promote fellowship, service, and outreach.
2021 was our first year without the church planting grant or any assistance from the diocese and we are, for the
most part, staying above water. With some of our new families I hope to end the year breaking even financially.
Thus far in 2021 we have had 13 baptisms, 1 wedding, and 2 funerals (neither Covid related).
Respectfully submitted,
Archpriest John Wehling
Holy Nativity of the Lord Mission, Shreveport, LA
Over the last year, the faithful of Holy Nativity have managed, by the grace of God, to stay united while facing
the various challenges associated with Covid-19. In late November of last year, we experienced an outbreak of
or the virus in the mission and then again in August of this year. Thanks be to God, no one in the mission had to
be hospitalized. Unfortunately, this was not the case for some of our parishioners who lost close family
members. At present, we do not have any active cases and we are trying to be as safe as possible while engaging
a fuller liturgical life.
While many Orthodox churches realized an incredible amount of growth during the pandemic, Holy Nativity
did not. This said, we were blessed to not experience any ideological controversies or have many members
leave due to the various restrictions imposed by the Church. However, we did have one family transfer to
another local Orthodox parish that was not enforcing a mask mandate and two families of inquirers (now
catechumens) leave for the same reason. We did receive four people into the Church over the last year via
baptism and or chrismation. Currently, we have seven catechumens and are starting to have more families visit
the mission.
At the beginning of September, we relaunched our Sunday School program, full meal coffee hours, and various
strategic ministries - including a new one for our young girls (Handmaidens) that is pan-Orthodox that is really
impacting our moms and daughters. These in-reach efforts have been well received by our people. Also, we
have reestablished our urban outreach ministries to those we have served for numerous years. Lastly, we are
planning our 11 year celebration that will take place the weekend of Dec 11- 13. Vladyka Alexander and others
will be visiting to share in this time with us.
There is a sense of excitement among the people that I have not seen since the beginning of the pandemic. In
some ways, it feels like a fresh start. May God continue to bless and strengthen us as we seek to proclaim and
live out the Gospel in the greater Shreveport area.
Respectfully submitted,
Priest Jason Foster

St. Matthew the Apostle Mission -Baton Rouge, LA
The past year has been marked with blessings and challenges. We have had many challenges this year including
more than our fair share of hurricanes and flooding in south Louisiana as well as the ongoing stress of COVID
and mask mandates. Yet, overall, parishioners have been healthy. We have also experienced the blessing of
receiving converts into the church during an extremely difficult year and the purchase of land that will, God
willing, serve as the future home of the parish. We are going through the lengthy process of applying for a
construction loan, made more lengthy by the damage caused by Hurricane Ida. We are hoping to begin
construction on a mixed-use space (worship space and parish hall space) by the end of this year.
Respectfully Submitted,
Priest Joshua Trant
Holy Cross Mission Station – Hattiesburg, MS
Baptisms/Chrismations: 0/0
Catechumens: 4
Normal attendance: 18 adults, 5 children
Buildings: Currently Renting temporary store front in Hattiesburg, MS
Ministries: (Currently) Divine Liturgy and Vespers once a month, in addition to Divine Liturgy once a month
on Saturday. Occasionally, in months with 5 Sundays, Vespers and Divine Liturgy twice that month. When I’m
not serving, lay led Typica on Sundays. Faithful participate in regular online community discussions/fellowship,
online book club held throughout the year, online workshops, Monday through Friday Online Mission Daily
Scripture and Prayer, and Friday night Online Catechumen classes as scheduled
Holy Cross has seen even more growth this year, with new members/catechumens/inquirers. Halfway though
2021, we moved to a smaller storefront and partially renovated it for our needs. Shortly afterwards, a 2000 sqft
Vacant Baptist church came on the market and after negotiations, we signed a contract in mid-August to
purchase for $59,500. This would decrease our monthly payment from $800 in rent to a $500 mortgage. The
building will require renovation, but likely nothing major which keeps us from moving in. We are working to
possibly complete the process and purchase the building and 1.4 acre property by the end of next month. Giving
has remained steady and the mood of the community is very positive. The level of commitment in all areas of
community life has continued to increase. This will continue, by all indications, into 2021 and going forward. In
terms of budget, we have a ways to go before the community can feasibly reach mission status or support a fulltime priest.
Respectfully submitted,
Priest Alexis Baldwin

Christ the Saviour Mission – McComb, MS
Baptisms/Chrismations: 0
Catechumens: 0

Normal attendance: 8 adults (this includes a few adults irregularly attending)
Buildings: Parsonage, Church Hall, Priest office building, and Church all owned
Ministries: (Currently) Divine Liturgy and Vespers once a month
The buildings at Christ the Saviour still need maintenance, but remain in working order. There an opportunity
for growth and renewed life in the community and the area surrounding. An estimated 12,000+ people live in
McComb as of 2019. Pike County, in which McComb is situated, is home to 39,000+. The McComb
micropolitan area is home to 52,000+ people. The city of Brookhaven is a mere 30 minute (25 miles) drive from
McComb and is home to 34,000+ people. Even over the last year, I have met and talked with folks who live
within a 45 minute drive to Christ the Saviour; the Mission remains an island in the South West corner of
Mississippi. The four closest Orthodox communities to it are all in Louisiana, 60+ miles away, one way drive.
Holy Cross Mission Station in Petal, the next closest, is 70 miles, one way. In an age when many Orthodox
commute to Church, the generally accessible ministry area population of nearly 100,000 people has often
proven to be sustainable. I have been blessed to serve here. I believe however, this Mission’s trajectory is
toward decline but, not due in any way to the Pandemic. A different vision could provide the foundation for
reversing this trajectory, given that it is methodical and well thought out. If this doesn’t happen the over the
next year, the longevity of the situation will be questionable.
Respectfully submitted,
Priest Alexis Baldwin

St. Catherine Mission Station – Columbus, MS
Baptisms/Chrismations: 1/1
Catechumens: 7
Normal attendance: 21 adults, 8 children
Buildings: St. Catherine purchased (ongoing mortgage) their current 1,400+ sq ft church building which houses
the chapel, two bathrooms, as well as two other rooms: one for a bookstore and the other for fellowship.
Ministries: (Currently) Sunday Divine Liturgy and Saturday Vespers once a month. Many months, also an extra
Vespers and Divine Liturgy (often major feasts) when it is able to be scheduled. When I’m not serving, lay led
Typica on Sundays, as well as readers Vespers frequently on Wednesdays throughout each month. Some
faithful participate in regular online community discussions/fellowship, the online book club held throughout
the year, online workshops, Monday through Friday Online Mission Daily Scripture and Prayer, and the Friday
night Online Catechumen classes. Laity have organized their own monthly brotherhood and sisterhood monthly
meetings, as well as a book club.
St. Catherine continued to see growth this year. The community has completed several church significant
beautification projects this year, both in continued maintenance and interior additions. A new centralized AC
and heating system was purchased and installed (+/- $9,000), as well as brand new doors and locks (including a
custom made new front door, +/- $3,000). Additionally, laity have put in hard work beautifying the grounds
with gorgeous trees and lush flowers and vegetation. New members coming from the towns outside of the city
of Columbus continued to inject substantial vitality into its already growing community. This growth by
numbers is certainly likely to continue into 2022 and the future. Regarding St. Catherine’s budget, they still
have still ways to go before the community can feasibly reach mission status or support a full-time priest.

Respectfully submitted,
Priest Alexis Baldwin

St. John of Damascus Mission – Tyler, TX
The mission here in Tyler has managed to navigate the last eighteen months with some losses and some gains.
Like many other churches we lost some families and individuals to ideological differences over the pandemic
response. However, we had a large number of inquirers also begin to attend services as they were available.
Apart from infant baptisms in 2020, we held off on receiving new faithful until they could attend more
regularly. Here are the numbers:
·
·
·
·

Baptisms w/ chrismation – 7
Chrismations – 17
Weddings – 0
Funerals – 1

We currently have 29 new catechumens (18 adults and 11 children) that have begun our latest catechism class.
We are very encouraged by this growth though we remain in strange and difficult times. We have averaged
about 100 people at liturgy, though each week it is up and down due to the climate of uncertainty with Covid.
We recently passed through a serious Covid outbreak at the mission and are trying to manage re-starting
community life with church school, catechism, etc. All in all, though it has been very challenging and remains
to be so, the mission seems to be moving ahead and accomplishing the good work of bringing the fullness of the
faith to east Texas.
Respectfully submitted,
Priest David Bozeman

St. Ephraim Mission Station – Longview, TX
The St. Ephraim Mission station in Longview has been on hiatus since May 2020. We lost our space at Trinity
Episcopal Church in Longview in May of 2020 and with all the uncertainty, the mission station has not reestablished a meeting place. We still have quite a presence in Longview, with many of the faithful attending St.
John’s in Tyler but look forward to regaining some ground in the coming months.
Respectfully submitted,
Priest David Bozeman

St. Paisios Mission Station – Nacogdoches, TX
St. Paisios Mission Station in Nacogdoches has been on hiatus since 2020. The faithful that are a part of the
mission station continue to attend St. John’s in Tyler, TX and look forward to opportunities for re-engaging the
mission work in Nacogdoches in 2022.
Respectfully submitted,
Priest David Bozeman

2021 South-central Deanery Report
Diocesan Assembly October 2021
Christ the Savior Cathedral
Miami Lakes, FL
All Saints Orthodox Mission, Victoria, TX
2021 Parish Report submitted
South-central Deanery Clergy have made occasional parish visits, specifically Priest Benedict
Crawford and Priest David Wooten. Parishioners continue to gather for Typica on Sundays and
for Vespers on Wednesday and Friday. Parishioners produce and disseminate Stichera and
Troparia for the Reader’s services.
A few parishioners have been hospitalized for severe physical ailments.

•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

All Saints of North America Orthodox Church
Albuquerque, New Mexico
2021 Parish Report submitted by Fr Nikolay Miletkov, Rector
By God's grace construction of our New Church started in the Fall of 2020, and we hope
for it to be concluded by the end of 2021. Glory to God for All Things!
We are in communication with our neighbor to the south about procuring her property.
This additional land (with existing house) would be a great asset to our parish.
All Saints of North America currently has 110 pledging members. The current average
Sunday attendance exceeds 100.
On July 4th, 2020 Silouan Parchert was ordained to the Holy Diaconate by His Eminence
Archbishop Alexander at the Monastery of the Holy Archangel Michael in Canones, NM.
We were blessed recently to have His Eminence visit us for the Great Feast of the
Dormition of the Theotokos. After the Hierarchical Liturgy, Archbishop Alexander
blessed the ongoing construction of the Church, and gave a pastoral talk to the
congregation which we’ve posted on our parish website.
Our weekly schedule consists of: Continuing Education/Book Study on Tuesday
Morning; Wednesday Daily Vespers; Thursday morning Divine Liturgy; Friday evening
Catechumen class, Saturday evening Teen Book Study (led by Deacon Silouan) followed
by Great Vespers and Sunday Liturgy.
Our ministries include Sunday School, Youth Group, Orthodox Young Adult Fellowship,
Women’s Group and soon to be resumed Men’s Group.
Our parish clergy participate in the New Mexico Orthodox Clergy Fellowship Meetings,
with our own Dn. Stephen Henne being the group’s coordinator.
With the invitation of the Russian Department at the University of New Mexico, Fr
Nikolay continues to lead one yearly session of the course Saints and Sinners. The class
looks at the important role the Orthodox Church plays in Russian history, culture, and
literature. This has proven to be a wonderful outreach opportunity.
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Our Church still partners with local charitable organizations by providing financial
donations, food, clothes, and hygiene items.
The Sisterhood of St. Anna continues to organize fundraising events and facilitate
charitable giving for local, national, and international causes.
We also maintain our relationship with the Albuquerque Astronomical Society (TAAS)
and hope to soon resume the hosting of quarterly public star gazing events.
Also, the Metrical Records for 2021 until now are:
10 Baptisms, 4 Chrismations, No Marriages or Funerals
Archangel Gabriel Orthodox Mission, Azle, TX
2021 Parish Report submitted by Priest Chrysostom Arthur, Priest in Charge

The past year has been full of its challenges and rewards for Archangel Gabriel Mission. Thanks
to the generous support of the OCA, we have a Plating Grant. In February, at the very beginning
of the great Texas freeze, Priest Chrysostom fell and broke his wrist. On the day of the surgery to
repair his wrist he tested positive for COVID. Thanks to help from Protodeacon Steven Kroll
from St Seraphim Cathedral, services were able to resume without too much interruption. We
had a successful Church School program for our Children in the Spring, and we will begin a new
Church School year this month. We have had weekly book club on Wednesday evenings after
Vespers and Inquirers/Catechumens classes on Sundays after coffee hour. So far, we’ve had one
Chrismation this year, we currently have ten Catechumens and five inquirers. In July we formed
a building committee to address the space problem that we are beginning to have. Also in July,
we removed the wall between our Nave and Hall space to accommodate more people in the
services. We also installed a sound system so that people in the back might hear the services
more clearly. We opened a small bookstore in August and have already sold many icons, prayer
books, etc. Last Nativity Fast we had our annual fundraiser for IOCC and for Great Lent we had
a collection to fund backpacks full of supplies for orphans from Ukraine who were hosted in
North Texas this summer. Finally, glory be to God, our average Sunday attendance has more
than doubled since this time last year.
Holy Apostles Orthodox Church, Bixby, OK
V. Rev. Ambrose Arrington, Priest in Charge
We continue to return to a state of "normal" after 2020, having just recently resumed Church
school and homeschooling activities. So far this year we have baptized/chrismated 8 new
members (5 adults, 3 infants), celebrated 2 weddings, and 1 funeral. We currently have
approximately 25 inquirers (including children—1 family of 6, two families of 5, and one family
of 4, plus various other adults), with more showing up almost weekly. We continue to raise
funds for a new parish hall, with our matching grant continuing through 2022. God willing, we
will be able to begin construction before the end of next year. God continues to bless us
abundantly.
St Anthony the Great Orthodox Church, San Antonio, TX
2021 Parish Report submitted submitted by Priest David Wooten, Rector

3
Following the year 2020, St. Anthony’s embarked on a journey of rebuilding. In spite of the
pandemic, by God’s grace, we have been able to begin recovery in some areas and thrive in
others.
The most noticeable aspect of parish life that was affected by pandemic exits was the choir.
Though numerically we have not lost many who left in protest of Covid restrictions, most every
household represented contained at least one member of the choir. A few members have
sacrificially taken up the mantle of singing at most services; thankfully, some of our newer
members have volunteered to learn tones and help begin to rebuild the choir.
Also rebuilding is our cadre of altar servers, which often has only been one person on Sundays.
In particular, some of the young, single men in the parish have stepped up to serve in this
position.
Coffee hour has also begun again, along with in-person church school. Some classes are being
held outside and distanced.
St. Anthony currently is playing the role of an “outpost” for both All Saints Mission in Victoria,
TX and St. George Church in Pharr. I have scheduled monthly vespers/liturgy trips alternating
between Victoria and Pharr and had the chance to meet with many of the people there as the
DOS searches for priests to take the reins in those places.
Wednesday night “Orthodoxy 101” / catechism classes are ongoing, both in person and with a
zoom option that is proving increasingly valuable given the need in Victoria and Pharr.
Catechumens in both neighboring parishes and in St. Anthony’s are preparing for reception into
the Orthodox Church through these classes. Thanks be to God, fear of the pandemic has not
stopped new inquirers from approaching and working to enter into communion with Christ. St.
Anthony’s is slated to receive 6 people prior to the Nativity fast (after receiving as many people
earlier this year), and more inquirers are here at present.
Perhaps most encouraging—and indeed, the aspect of parish life at St. Anthony’s that has
consistently thrived as an example of forward motion—is our financial situation over 2021.
During the six months I was here prior to the pandemic and the first few months of the
pandemic, St. Anthony’s struggled to meet the new aggressive budget required to cover the
normal expenses of parish life and the larger salary needed for a priest with a wife and four
children (quite the departure from an unmarried, single predecessor). The parish council
worked to create a campaign for online giving and stewardship education, and during 2020, our
stewardship numbers moved steadily upward. Throughout 2021, we have remained steadily in
the black and are confident that the much-appreciated help from the DOS in the form of a
typical mission grant will no longer be needed at the end of Summer 2022.
The most significant and exciting aspect of this financial improvement, however, was realized
on Sept. 9 of this year, when the community of St. Anthony’s paid off the mortgage loan to the
church building, a loan of $230,000 that the community had taken out in 1982. We are grateful
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that, far from the recent days of moving funds from one account to another to cover basic
expenses, we were able to pay off the remaining $40,000 on the loan and still maintain $20,000
in our church account (an amount unthinkable just 2–3 years ago).
This payoff has significant implications for us, as we have already taken significant steps to plan
for the expansion of our rather small parish hall. While improving our monthly giving, we have
also raised $10,000 over and above it in order to seriously pursue hiring an architect to draw up
official blueprints for a larger hall (very impressive conceptual plans were already drawn up pro
bono by a parish member who is an architect, and these conceptual plans have already been
approved by the city of San Antonio). Now the monthly payment we used to make toward the
mortgage will be used instead to “pay ourselves” towards funds for the new hall in the coming
years.
All things considered, the parish of St. Anthony’s seems to be moving in very positive directions,
thanks be to God, and we hope and pray for continued movement along that route.
St Barbara, Fort Worth, Texas
saintbarbarafw.org
2021 Parish Report submitted by V. Rev. Basil Zebrun, Priest in Charge
The years 2020 and 2021 have provided unique challenges for St. Barbara’s. As is the case with
all parishes, COVID and related protocols have had their effect. On the bright side, St. Barbara’s
has suffered no rampant spread of the Coronavirus. Since reopening the parish without
mandatory restrictions, we have seen a slow but steady influx of visitors as well as Orthodox
Christians moving into the area. In mid-October the parish will host a religion class from
Southwest Baptist Theological Seminary. We offer thanks to our media team, headed by
Jeremy Miller, who live streamed services and kept the website going for members and
inquirers.
The parish has experienced an approximate 30 to 40 percent decline in regular attendees due
to COVID and to the establishment—from our ranks—of the Azle Mission. The opening and
thriving of Archangel Gabriel’s are true joys. We are also mindful however, each week, that St.
Barbara’s is in “rebuild or reconstruction mode.”
One of the most significant happenings for us—and for the Diocese—took place on June 29 and
30, with the consecration and enthronement of His Grace Gerasim as Bishop of Ft. Worth. In
addition to the enthronement on June 30, St. Barbara’s was blessed with a second visit from His
Grace on Dormition, along with Protodeacon Steven Kroll and servers, Athanasios and
Panteleimon. Mother Barbara and the nuns from Holy Nativity Monastery were also present
for the feast. We look forward to additional pastoral visits in the near future.
We said goodbye to Reader Antwian Davis, who now runs the bookstore at St. Vladimir’s
Orthodox Seminary. We were able to congratulate another former parishioner, Dr. Vitaly
Permiakov, as he began his new position as Associate Professor of Liturgical Theology at St.
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Vladimir’s. They are missed for many reasons, but on a personal note, with their combined
liturgical expertise and diligence, I never had to think much about what altar servers were doing
when the two of them were present.
We also bid farewell (of sorts) to our Choir Director of twenty years, Reader Nicholas Zebrun.
He served as an altar server from the age of two and a half, and was my right-hand man,
musically, for two decades. His “liturgical retirement” comes with a new job offer. He will be
greatly missed but we wish him all our prayers. Reader Stephen Bodnarchuk has been
appointed as interim Choir Director and is currently working with several new choir members,
to blend with those who have been with us.
St. Barbara’s continues its regular cycles of worship and education, and we hope that these
cycles will move forward with no COVID interruptions. During 2020, because of very limited
classes and open services, we celebrated one baptism at the beginning of the year, with no
funerals or weddings. At least one baptism is scheduled for the very near future. The Building
Program has been on hold, but we hope to make modest progress during the next twelve
months.
St Basil the Great Orthodox Mission, Weatherford, OK
2021 Parish Report submitted by V. Rev. Nicklas Aiello, Priest in Charge
Our membership and level of participation have both increased significantly. We once again
have several catechumens and inquirers––after a year of neither.
The Covid restrictions led us to livestream our services. By the time these restrictions were
lifted, we have many people outside our area–and outside our state–not only streaming our
services, but actually participating in our daily matins and vespers.
Our mission serves weekday matins and vespers four times a week. With such rich sites as
ponomor.net, I send the daily kathisma, Octoechos, and menaion readings to parishioners and
have a few people that have learned to read/chant parts of them. We have been doing this
most of this last year and now have several catechumens that are being formed by listening to
daily services several days a week
The other exciting development the year has brought has been my being asked by our local
ministerial alliance (to which I have belonged for several years), to lead the most significant
charitable event of the year in the community of our mission. Caring & Sharing is a Christmas
event that goes back twenty years, providing toys, food baskets, and clothes to over 600 local
families struggling financially. It will provide huge exposure and credibility to our mission.
St Cyril of Jerusalem Orthodox Mission, The Woodlands, TX
2021 Parish Report submitted by V. Rev. Benedict Crawford, Priest in Charge
St. Cyril Orthodox Mission was founded in November 2004 and celebrated its first Divine Liturgy
in August 2005. The current priest was assigned in August 2016.
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At present our total membership includes 60 adults and 16 children, plus 3 catechumens and 3
inquirers. Since the end of COVID restrictions on attendance, our average Sunday attendance
has risen to about 60. On weekends we have Vespers on Saturday evenings, then Matins and
Divine Liturgy on Sunday mornings, followed by coffee hour and an inquirer class. On Thursday
mornings we celebrate the Divine Liturgy, plus weekday Vespers and Divine Liturgy for feasts. In
the past year, by God's mercy, 13 persons have been baptized or received into Holy Orthodoxy.
We have had 3 weddings and no funerals. We are particularly blessed with a dedicated choir
that sings beautifully for our services.
After spending a year in borrowed space in Humble, Texas, about three years ago the mission
decided to rent a piece of property on Highway 242, just east of The Woodlands. We purchased
two mobile buildings, one for use as a temple, the other for use as a church hall. This has
proven to be a good decision, as we have continued to grow and flourish in this location. Every
Sunday we have a number of visitors interested in Orthodoxy. Probably in the next one to two
years we will need to consider seriously the purchase of a piece of property where we might
build a temporary church building that can hold a larger number of people.
The mission weathered the difficulties present by COVID-19 with courage. We live-streamed
services for one year, when it was most difficult for people to attend in person regularly.
Attendance has been strong through the summer months.
A year and a half ago, our mission was blessed to receive a Planting Grant from the OCA. This
has been a great help to us. We have gained the time to grow into a larger, more financially
stable community. The Woodlands, Conroe, and the Montgomery County area in general are all
growing rapidly, and prices for land are constantly rising. But we continue to search actively for
an appropriate property to purchase in this area, with God's help.
St George the Great-martyr, Pharr, TX
The hospitalization and later repose of Archpriest Antonio Perdomo dealt a great blow to our
Orthodox witness in South Texas. His Eminence, Archbishop Alexander visited the parish and
presided over the funeral of Archpriest Antonio in early April. Visits by Priest David Wooten
from San Antonio have greatly sustained the Parish. The Parish Council continues to organize
liturgical, catechetical, and the finances of the Parish. Search for a priest with the appropriate
skill set continues.
St Jonah the Wonderworker, Alpine, TX
Matushka Carol Janecek is currently hospitalized in Wisconsin.
Episcopal Visit by Bishop Gerasim in September 2021.
Baptism of one child in 2021.
St Maximus the Great Orthodox Church, Denton, TX
2021 Parish Report submitted by V. Rev. Justin Frederick, Priest in Charge
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By God’s great mercy, St. Maximus just completed its twentieth year since its founding and
received promotion to parish status. We continue what we have always done: serve the
services, offer the sacraments, teach the Faith, and strive to live it. We are working on getting a
site plan approved as another step towards building a proper temple. We also are looking in to
starting a mission in Decatur. We have many inquirers and catechumens, and, so far this year,
have received 14 people into the Church. We’ve had some people move away, but the Lord has
sent us others to take their place. Glory to God for all things!
The following persons from St Maximus are currently enrolled as seminarians at St Tikhon’s
Seminary: Deacon Maximus Gibson
Deacon Michael Rehmet
Elias Rehmet
St Nektarios Orthodox Mission, Waxahachie, TX
2021 Parish Report submitted by Priest Basil Biberdorf, Priest in Charge
Like other parishes in the diocese, St Nektarios Orthodox Mission has been working to come
out of the fog and uncertainty of the COVID-19 era. Early in the year, we took maximum
advantage of our large lawn, moving as many activities as possible outdoors. We were one of
the first parishes to request the end of parish restrictions. Since ending those restrictions, we
have been steadily working our way back to normal. Having had many of our big plans
(including the celebration of the 100th anniversary of the repose of our patron, St Nektarios)
thrown off course in 2020, we have been making up for lost time. This has included an uptick in
interest in the parish, with visitors being a regular occurrence. Like other parishes in the
diocese, our catechumenate has become active, with two families (six total people) currently
enrolled, and a couple of inquirers whom I expect to move in that direction in the coming
months. Our parish is also having something of a baby boom, with four children under 1 year of
age (one of them to be baptized in October!), and another four or so under 10 years old. In a
parish of our current size, this is a tremendous blessing.
Our most pressing need is turning out to be space, particularly for worship. We have improvised
an overflow room with a monitor (using our streaming setup, which we continue to offer), but
space will be under increasing pressure for the foreseeable future. Additionally, our church
school for children meets upstairs, the little ones being unfazed by the steep staircase, but
offering Sunday education for adults often requires clearing a room and disrupting the
important social activities going on there. The arrival of cooler weather means we can once
again move outside. The parish council has formed a building committee with my blessing. They
are beginning the process of working through the possible solutions to meet our parish needs
(worship, education, outreach), conform with our parish values, and fit within our parish
finances. We have already had solid engagement and contributions to the building fund even
while the definite plan is still under development. The ongoing growth of communities south of
Dallas and the regular searching for authentic Christianity makes for a very positive outlook for
St Nektarios Orthodox Church in Waxahachie.
Current baptized membership: 35
Deaths: 1
Baptisms: 2 (4 to 9 by end of year)
Transfers out (moving away): 3
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St Paul the Apostle Orthodox Church, Denison, TX
2021 Parish Report submitted by Rev. Herman Garrison, assistant to Priest-inCharge
September - December 2020
During these months, Deacon Herman Garrison was assigned to lead Reader’s services most
weekends. Archpriest John Anderson visited once a month for Great Vespers, Confession,
and Divine Liturgy. During this time period, we trained our singers and reorganized many
service books. Deacon Herman was ordained to the priesthood by Archbishop Alexander on
the Feast of Nativity at St. Seraphim’s Cathedral. Priest Herman served his first liturgy at St.
Paul on December 27th, 2020. Priest Herman Garrison continued his service to the St. Paul
Mission, while also serving other missions as needed.
January - February 2021
The first of the month brought in a mother and child back into church. Gabriel was baptized
on January 10th by Archpriest John Anderson. Shortly after beginning services, St. Paul
experienced a small COVID outbreak that forced the parish to close for a couple weeks.
Thankfully, the few that were affected recovered quickly and with no long-term effects. The
ironically named Winter Storm Uri caused very little damage to the property and the mission
survived mostly unscathed. Subdeacon Thomas resumed Catechumen classes, which have
grown to 6 inquirers. Sadly, our beloved Branka Petrovich, one of our founding members,
reposed on Feb. 20th and a graveside service was held at Fairview Cemetery. Two
parishioners moved to Oregon to care for their family.
March - May 2021
We were able to celebrate Forgiveness Vespers and one night of the Canon of St. Andrew
for the beginning of the Great Fast. During the Fast, Priest Herman hosted an online book
study on the Way of the Ascetics by Tito Colliander. St. Paul was able to celebrate its first
Holy Week in four years since the repose of our beloved Archpriest Michael Storozuk. Priest
Herman picked up on Holy Wednesday and served all the services through Agape Vespers.
Another inquirer was also added to the class during this time.
June - August 2021
The summer was very active for St. Paul Mission. We have added three new Orthodox
members and two more inquirers. A new Treasurer was added and the buildings have been
cleaned and organized. St. Paul is working on improving our financial structures and
procedures. Our original well-pump failed after nearly 20 years and had to be replaced. The
biggest challenge that lies ahead for St. Paul is grounds and facilities. Three years of undermaintenance has created quite the backlog of projects to be completed on the facilities.
Despite these challenges, St. Paul continues to have a steady stream of inquiries and serves
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as a mission outpost for North Texas and South Oklahoma.
St Sava, Allen, TX
2021 Parish Report submitted by Priest Photius Avant, Rector
The Lord mercifully continues to shower St. Sava Orthodox Church in Allen, TX with blessings.
Our weekly schedule, in addition to Sunday Divine Liturgy and fellowship, includes Divine
Liturgy on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, an Old Testament survey class on Friday evenings,
and Catechumen Class and Great Vespers on Saturday evenings. Protodeacon Gregory Conley’s
twelve-week Inquirer Class had thirty students. We have received five new members by Holy
Baptism and two new members by Holy Chrismation. At present, there are six catechumens
seeking union with the Church and eight inquirers seeking to become catechumens. We have
had one wedding and no funerals. Our Sunday School program ministers to our children ages
two to eleven, and our Youth Group ministers to young ones age twelve to seventeen. Those
ministering to our youth and I have all enrolled in Effective Christian Ministry, an educational
program by Y2AM. We likewise are enrolled in the Effective Christian Ministry Cohort in which
we receive coaching and strategies to minister more effectively to our youth. Workshops for
altar servers and readers have sharpened the skills of many of our men and boys. The St. Sava
Pantry collects food to be distributed to those in the larger community needing help putting
food on the table. The Pantry also collects food on behalf of the Allen Food Pantry.
Upon returning to full parish life without restrictions on attendance in the summer, the parish
was overjoyed to witness the fruits of last year’s Beautification Campaign arrive. We installed a
magnificently ornate iconostasis custom made in Greece by Ilias Laskos. Stunning iconography
was painted for the iconostasis and on the walls of the sanctuary by Dmitri Andreyev, who shall
eventually paint all the walls of the temple. Additionally, upon resuming fellowship in our parish
hall, we were delightfully annoyed to see how much our parish had grown during the
pandemic. We have indeed grown so much, that we can no longer fit comfortably into our old
parish hall. As such, our newest initiative is fundraising for a new parish hall. We have a design
by Mirela Tudora who designed our temple. Her design shall be translated into architectural
renderings by Tom McCarty whom we have hired.
Our annual budget is $280,000, for which we are ahead of schedule in collections. Due to the
exceeding generosity of two donors over the course of the last two years, our parish has a cash
surplus close to $400,000. As the fabric of Western society unravels at an alarmingly
accelerated rate and the discord and disunity present everywhere finds its way even into many
Orthodox parishes, St. Sava’s parish is grateful for the Lord’s great mercy and his unfailing
providence by which He sustains us to grow his kingdom.
At present Priest Photius is teaching an adult education class every Friday evening offering a
survey of the Old Testament.
St Seraphim Cathedral, Dallas, TX
stseraphim.org
2021 Parish Report submitted by Bishop Gerasim, Cathedral Dean
The biggest event in the South-central Deanery in 2021 is the consecration of Archimandrite
Gerasim as Bishop of Fort Worth on June 29th, 2021.
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In 2021, as expected St Seraphim Cathedral has seen a resurgence in regular liturgical life.
As travel has resumed throughout the United States, visitors and a continuous flow of new
people appear at the Cathedral.
Deacon Theophan Warren is leading a Catechumen and Inquirer’s Class on Sundays with
attendance commonly twenty people.
Since the restoration of indoor Fellowship Hour this spring, attendance continues to swell.
Except for a widespread Covid-19 outbreak following Holy Week and Pascha, our parishioners
remain strong and healthy. The funerals that we have conducted are not linked to regularly
attending parishioners.
The choir under the leadership of Reader Nicholas Paraskevas has been the backbone of our
parish for the last 18 months.
Major events: Archpastoral visit of His Eminence, Archbishop Alexander for Holy Week and
Pascha.
The ordination of Subdeacon Christopher Anderson to the diaconate on Bright Monday.
The arrival of Archpriest Oleg Kostenko [MP] in the DFW region in July, currently assisting on
weekends.
The recent transfer of Protodeacon Brendan Doss from the Diocese of the West to DOS in
September, 2021.
2021 Metrical Statistics year to date
Baptisms–14
Chrismations–4
Weddings–3
Funerals–6
St Thomas the Apostle Mission Station, Paris, TX
Monthly Vespers Service on Saturday evening
Sts Cyril and Methodius, Hartshorne, OK
Monthly celebration of Divine Liturgy served by Archpriest John Anderson with the assistance
of Subdeacon Daniel Rudder.
Monastery of the Archangel Michael
His Eminence visited the Monastery at the beginning of July, 2021. He has noted the steady and
strong monastic and liturgical life at the monastery.
Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ Monastery
Abbess Barbara and sisters benefitted from the quiet that the prolonged quarantine period
provided the monastics. The monastery remained open to visitors to the cemetery, but formal
retreats were cancelled during both 2020 and 2021. Since the monastic life does not depend on
the arrival of congregants, the nuns reaped the benefit of the monastic isolation and welcomed
this temporary break from a constant stream of visitors.
All Saints Summer Camp hosted 220 campers, 31 counselors, 8 priests, and one deacon for a
total of 260 participants (record attendance!). The priests, campers, and other volunteers were
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from the OCA, ROMA, GOA, ROCOR, and the AOC. It was a wonderful week of learning about
how to "Journey with the Saints," make new friends, and be together as Orthodox Christians.
All Saints Summer Camp will run from July 4th–8th in 2022 at Camp Akiva in Point, TX.

The Appalachian Deanery
Diocese of the South
Orthodox Church in America
2021 in the words of her priests
First, it is very encouraging to be involved in the process of initiating two missions in the
Deanery, one in Culpeper, Virginia (Sts. Peter and Paul), and the other in Berea, Kentucky (St.
Nina). These are just beginning to progress through feasibility and formation processes, but are
both energetic efforts sponsored by St. Andrew (Ashland, VA) and St. Athanasius (Nicholasville,
KY) parishes. More efforts are in investigative stages: the Louisville, KY area; Farmville, VA;
Lexington, VA; Emporia, VA; Danville, VA; Wytheville, VA; Nashville, TN area; Pigeon Forge,
TN.
St. Anne's (Oak Ridge, TN) has seen a stream of inquirers and catechumens in the past year.
Many of them are young men and women sincerely looking for God's truth and a stable Church
to live out this faith. We have continued a full cycle of services with the regular inclusion of
weekly early morning liturgies. For the first time this year we held a vigil for our patronal feast as
well as a Cross procession at the end of our festal liturgy. During the end of the summer we held
a retreat for altar servers and initiated a new set of adults into service in the altar at St. Anne's.
Adult education has continued via ZOOM, offering classes on the Book of Acts and Romans, as
well as live streaming and recording all of our catechetical and adult education events. We now
offer in person and live streamed classes. For a time we held book discussions over ZOOM
under the banner of a venue entitled, "Christian Life Forum." This was a venue to discuss current
challenges to Christian discipleship. While this has tapered off for the summer we aim to revive it
in some form or another this fall. Last fall we initiated small groups for the women of the parish
and broadened the men's small groups. So far this has been a success and well received by the
community.
St. Anne's has had the Myhrrbearers group, a group for the young ladies of the parish, for many
years. This past year we began the Forerunners, a group for the young men of the parish, and
kicked things off with a Father and son campout. Sunday School has returned for the fall of
2021. Due to the constrictions of our space we are now implementing a one room school house
model for education. We are just now getting into the swing of things.
Parish Council has been hard at work on creating documents and structure for how we hold our
meetings, the creation of a handbook to help onboard new council members, the work on
additions to our HVAC woes of the past few years, and good in-depth discussions as to
assessing the current plans for our property. We had a $70k surplus for 2020 and are currently
on track to being 30k over our budget which included a 30k HVAC addition.
-Priest Daniel Greeson

St. Tikhon’s, Chattanooga
We currently have 62 active members with 42 adults and 20 children.
Due to the very small space of our building, we had been meeting outside for Liturgy since
November of 2020. This allowed for the maximum number of people who wanted to attend

church to be able to come. This also gave us an opportunity to reconnect on a personal level,
and cemented the feeling of community to those who attended.
During Lent, we served Presanctified Liturgy on Wednesday nights and we added Matins on
Sunday mornings to our normal liturgical schedule.
Our outdoor services culminated with the building of our outdoor chapel area. We were able to
finish up with the space a week before Holy Week, and served most of the services of Holy
Week and Pascha 2020 outside. It was a joyous time for all!
Since moving back inside around the Feast of Pentecost, we have been able to fall back into
more of a “normal” schedule in the life of the Church.
We just started up a Children’s Church that meets on Saturdays after Great Vespers. They have
a time of prayer, play, and lessons on church etiquette and different saints and feasts of the
church.
We do Readers Vespers on Wednesdays followed by a book study being led by one of our lay
catechists.
We just started a new Inquirers Class with 7 people. Our Catechism I class has also just started,
while our Catechism II will resume in October. We're still doing all three classes via Zoom, and
might continue to do so. Mainly because so many of our inquirers and catechumens are parents
with small children and it's much easier for them to login after the kids go to bed, than it is to do a
class after a service.
We have two groups that have recently started as well, the St Pachomius Men's Group, and the
Holy Myrrhbearers Women’s Group.
This year I have a Mission Council that I'm very excited about. They all have a desire to see the
parish grow, not only numerically, but also as the Body of Christ. We've taken on Met Tikhon's 4
Pillars and are using them as a framework for the ministries of our Parish Life.
-Priest Seth Earl

Transition characterizes life at Protection of the Holy Virgin Mary, Clarksville, TN. In
March, our priest Fr. Thomas Langdon along with his family moved to Georgia. The work he and
Matushka Sarah accomplished in eight plus years of ministry established the spiritual health and
vitality of the community for years to come. The faithful at Protection parish express to them their
love, gratitude, and appreciation for all their sacrificial labor for God’s people and His Kingdom.
Transition impacts every facet of life in a parish community and requires leaders to assist the
newly assigned priest to capitalize on the vision and momentum generated before his arrival.
Protection parish is blessed with people who love our Lord, His Church and derive great joy in
shouldering the many responsibilities required to build a community of faith, all the while
reaching out into the community at large to bring people into the fold. As such, members of the
community have been challenged to prayerfully discern, in conjunction with the priest, their
spiritual gift(s) and identify concrete, tangible ways to exercise their gifts. An implied task in this
process is mentoring. Those seasoned in service and leadership mentor the many young men
and women in the parish to lead. Each member of the Mission Council provides leadership in an

assigned responsibility integral to the life of the parish. For instance, Missions, Outreach,
Fellowship, Grounds & Maintenance, and Church School each have a Mission Council member
assigned to provide leadership-oversight, ensuring the tasks required within their section are
completed. They are discouraged from completing the tasks themselves but to identify
resources and bring together a team(s) comprised of parish members to accomplish the task(s).
Raising up leaders from within who love God and His Church, solidifying and broadening their
grasp on stewardship generates hope at Protection of the Holy Virgin Mary, hope inspired by
God based on all accomplished by Him through His faithful in Clarksville, TN.
- Archpriest Peter Dubinin

St. Athanasius Orthodox Church, Nicholasville, KY
It goes without saying that the past two years have been challenging. What is also true is that
there have been many opportunities mixed in with those challenges. In 2021. attendance
rebounded. We enjoyed a record attendance at Pascha in 2021! The few families we lost at the
height of mitigation efforts have been replaced by new members (both transfer and by reception
of converts directly.) In 2021, our choir was compelled to do small ensemble rehearsal that
helped develop skills and our choir is now in a far better position than it has ever been. Youth
and young adult ministries are thriving--having played critical roles in the lives of our people
during the dark days of the pandemic. As auxiliary to our youth ministry, we are also in the early
stages of developing a boys and girls scouting program. Parish finances have been stronger
than we expected and we ended this past year with a surplus. After extensive preparatory work,
St. Athanasius concretely began planting a mission station in Berea, Kentucky, that has been
placed under the patronage of St. Nina (Nino) Enlightener of Georgia. St. Nina's is meeting bimonthly on Tuesday evenings--with both interest and attendance meeting all of our
expectations. Our mission leaders will explore weekly meetings and special Liturgies in 2022.
Finally, we are launching a Capital Campaign Exploratory Study this fall that will hopefully see us
launch a second Capital Campaign that will coincide with our parish's 20th Anniversary in
January/February--and help prepare us for paying off our mortgage and/or saving for our final
temple.
- Archpriest Justin Patterson

Over the last couple years at St Maria of Paris Orthodox Church, the grace of God and the
generosity of our people have been manifest greatly. Even though attendance has been down
due to the pandemic, the giving went up. We were able to establish a benevolence fund from
which we have helped people with medical bills, supplement lost income, provide food, masks,
clothing, etc. This year we also marked the 4th anniversary of our community taking meals to the
homeless shelter. There is so much to give thanks for!
- Priest Kevin Rigdon

St. Cyprian of Carthage Church has continued to be a source for outreach to the community,
as well as through financial support of three seminaries and four Orthodox organizations (IOCC,
etc.). Such support has grown to over 25% of our budget, and the tithe to the DOS is seen to be
a part of this outreach as it provides for a part of the growth of the DOS while also contributing to
the OCA. The faithful members have continued to contribute tithes and offerings beyond the
expenses of the parish, which has put us in the position of being able to support other parishes,
families, and individuals who express need. While continuing to save money for construction of a
parish hall, the program of the parish, certainly limited by mitigation efforts, has found ways to
continue to be vibrant. The growth of gatherings in private dwellings, not associated with the
“program” of the parish, gives evidence of the desire to share common interests or situations in
life. The overwhelming majority of growth in the parish is among young single and married
adults. There is a continuing representation of new interest in the Orthodox Church. In due time,
this growing interest is reflected in new Catechumens and members of the parish. The parish is
able to support the assignment of a second priest as an intern awaiting permanent assignment
in the Diocese. It is a joy getting to know Fr. Jeremy and Mai Lei McKemy who arrived at the
beginning of September. We are beginning to offer Matins on Sunday morning in the place of the
common 3rd and 6th Hours. This does seem to be gaining interest in only a few weeks, far more
interest than the evening Vigil, which seemed actually to discourage participation when it was
featured on Saturday evenings.
- Archpriest David Arnold

St. Ambrose of Milan Mission in Roanoke, being fours years old (in rebirth), continues to
grow through the work of the Holy Spirit. A particular phenomenon of this parish is that 75% of
our parishioners come from over an hour away, Roanoke being a hub in Southwest Virginia, and
the 4th largest metro area in the state. This presents certain challenges for us. For example,
because folks have such a long commute to Church, Vespers is poorly attended. Since we are
renting space in a building that is used by other organizations, another challenge is having to set
everything up for Church services, and then having to store everything away right after the
Divine Liturgy. This also means that, for the most part, we are unable to have mid-week
services. For mid-week services, some of our folks attend the local Greek Orthodox Church.
Another interesting characteristic of our Mission is that men make up the majority of our
parishioners. We are a “young” congregation, with about a third of our parishioners being under
the age of 35. We are currently having “fellowship hour” and Catechism (continuing adult
education) right after the Divine Liturgy. It is our hope to have educational opportunities in the
near future for our children. In the past two years, by the Grace of God, even in the midst of the
pandemic, we have had a good number of baptisms and chrismations.
At present, our finances show some growth, or at the least, we are usually breaking even. We
are currently looking for a more suitable site that would allow us to leave the Church set up and
would allow us to have a fuller liturgical experience. That said, however, we are very blessed to
have the worship space that we have. The building is fairly new with excellent, clean, modern
facilities, and our current rent is only $550 per month.
We thank our loving God for this wonderful opportunity to have Orthodox Christian worship in
the Roanoke Valley and Southwest Virginia!
- Archpriest Samuel Gantt

Dormition of the Theotokos, Norfolk, VA, has continued to make beautiful accomplishment
of the adornment of the temple. The Iconostasis is taking shape with the main frame and panels
in place, awaiting other components in the near future. Also, great strides toward debt retirement
have not slowed the effort to be a vibrant presence in the Ocean View area of Norfolk. Being a
transient military area, both the good and bad of that necessity is present in the life of the parish
as families necessarily come and go. Another aspect of transition recently involved the
relocation of Fr. John Cox to the Holy Ascension Church, Charleston, SC. Having just celebrated
10 years of fruitful ministry in Norfolk, and being showered with the affection of the faithful there,
the Cox family is beginning a new chapter in their life of labor in the vineyard of Christ. May the
Lord bless and grant them many years! Dormition of the Theotokos Church will be served by
deanery clergy (or an interim assignment) until a long term assignment can be made. They are
well prepared with lay leadership to continue the life of the parish during this time of transition,
and in preparation for what will continue to be a season of harvest.
- submitted by the Dean
St. Andrews in Ashland has never seen so many new faces. We have a record number of
catechumens and it seems we are making more of them quite frequently. It seems 2020 was a
remarkable year and has perhaps made folks really consider God. This is a good pattern and we
hope to see it continue. St. Andrews has recently completed some much needed and long
overdue upgrades including a partial new roof on the rear portion of the building and a new
HVAC system. There are a number of needed upgrades to the physical plant still waiting to be
undertaken but which should be addressed in the coming year. It’s an old building and it seems
it is one we may soon outgrow. Nevertheless we forge on with our ongoing parish beautification
project. Our next endeavor is to install iconographic toweling on the lower portion of the altar and
nave.
St Andrews has seen a strong uptick in attendance of many folks who remained away for an
extended period post quarantine. We are happy to report that we did not experience any
measurable amount of attrition due to COVID mitigation measures, as odious as we found them
to be. I am told that giving during 2020 did not ebb in the least, in fact, it seems to have
increased.
St. Andrews is very excited to be the parish planting a mission in Culpeper, VA, some 1.5 hrs to
the northwest. Ss. Peter& Paul Mission is poised to officially launch in the early autumn with the
blessing of His Eminence to begin and informal meetings of core families already well underway.
We expect to have taken up temporary “residence” in a borrowed meeting space in the parish
hall of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in the historic town of Culpeper. Our aim is to find
ourselves housed in a dedicated rented space as soon as humanly possible and by the Grace of
God helping us. The faithful of St. Andrews are enthused at the prospect of supporting the
growth of this mission parish. All sign point to this mission flourishing quickly. May Christ bless
the establishment of this vine being planted as the northernmost outpost of the Diocese of the
South!
- Priest Adam Sexton

South Florida Deanery Parish Reports (January 2020 – Sept 2021)
Christ the Saviour Cathedral, Miami Lakes – Fr. Joseph Lucas, Rector and Dean
The Cathedral survived the period of the pandemic, but did lose a few families over ideology.
However, attendance at the beginning of Lent 2020 was 100+ and has only recently reach 80+
on an average Sunday; which means that not all members feel comfortable returning. During
2020, there were 2 infant baptisms, and 9 adult baptisms or chrismations. In 2021, 2 more
adults were received into the Church. Presently, there are 10 adults in the Autumn Catechism
Class, and new visitors continue to arrive every week. In addition to catechism, the in-person
weekly Bible study has resumed, as well as Sunday Church School for the youth. The director of
the youth program has a full slate of activities scheduled for the upcoming year. Finances have
been stable, but additional fundraising events remain on hold until further notice. Charity has
been mostly focused within the parish, as there have been a few very difficult family situations
that funds are being allocated to assist with. Last year saw the retirement of Rdr. Dionysy
Doten as longtime choir director of the Cathedral. His replacement, Elena Voronkova, has been
working diligently to train new members, and to introduce new music into the choir’s
repertoire. Some capital improvements over the past year include: new commercial freezer
and refrigerator, replacement of an a/c unit, and landscaping. A project to expand the parking
lot continues to work its way through the county bureaucracy, and is set to be completed in
2022. A hand-painted icon of St. Xenia of Petrograd was donated to the parish, and a monthly
akathist to her began. Two miracles have been attributed to the icon.
St. Nicholas Church, Fort Lauderdale – Fr. Igor Kseniuk, Rector
This past year, St. Nicholas Church was able to return to “normal” (more or less) parish life,
continuing a regular schedule of services and adding one additional service per week (Akathist
to St. Nicholas on Wednesdays). There were two cases of COVID-19 in August. Attendance
declined again; although most of the parishioners still attend, even if less frequently. Some, due
to concerns about the virus, attend privately rather than during scheduled services. After
replacing the roof last year, the parish focused on cleaning and beautifying the interior of the
temple. Future major projects include: placing a new cupola on top of the church; and updating
or replacing the floors inside.
St. Herman of Alaska Church, Lake Worth – Fr. Philip Kontos, Rector
During 2020, Fr. Philip performed 1 infant baptism and began the catechism of 2 adults (who
were received at Pascha 2021). They started lived streaming our services as well as holding
Zoom book studies (which continue), first using Met. Tikhon's book Of What Life do We Speak
and now Thirty Steps to Heaven. There were 2 funerals (local Russians who were not members
of the parish but needed a funeral). Through donations, the parish was able to put in a new

marble floor in the building, as well as purchasing new Icons for the Royal Doors and the High
Place in the Altar. Beautification/renovation projects continue into 2021. Although pieorgi
sales were put on hold for most of 2020, this activity has begun again as a quarterly parish
activity and fundraiser. The Pandemic and livestreaming have seemed to spark interest in the
Church and there are currently 6 Catechumens and 3 Inquirers. Now Fr. Philip and the
parishioners are researching how to approach increasing our local outreach (much needed).
And finally, the parish got involved with pro-life ministry by initiating a “Pennies from Heaven”
program (collecting loose change) for young families at Hannah's Home (a place for young
mothers to learn how to be mothers, take care of infants, and manage their households,
finances, and apply for work, etc).
St. James Church, Port St. Lucie – Fr. Maximus Urbanowicz, Rector
Over the past year, St. James saw 9 baptisms and 9 chrismations. Average Sunday attendance
is 75 (with an additional 150 viewing online). On September 11, 2021 the parish hosted
Operation Wings, a charitable cause in which bicycles were donated to underprivileged kids. It
was a one day event in cooperation with the Port St. Lucie Boys and Girls Club, St. Lucie city,
Police and Fireman, Cricket Cell Phone Company, and organized by Warden John Marsano and
his wife Jenny. The event was a great success: 30 bicycles were given away during a six hour
event with their families and parishioners. Fr Maximus started the fall schedule at the
beginning of September, comprised of Bible Study, Alpha Course, Youth Group, Weekly Vespers
and Divine Liturgy.
Holy Spirit Church, Venice – Fr. Stephen Lourie, Priest-In-Charge
In the previous year, Holy Spirit Church received 2 converts through chrismation, and currently
has 2 catechumens. Fr. Stephen began live-streaming services, as well as some Christian
education classes. Adult education classes average 12-15 people. One such online class is
geared towards men, and also has 12-15 participants. We have been having online book
discussions using Thinking Orthodox and The Religion of The Apostles. Classes for children were
suspended due to lack of facilities in which to separate, and also because of low interest. As an
alternative, the parish focused on getting online education links to parents and encouraged
them to continue classes at home. The Lenten/Paschal season was fairly active, but attendance
remains lower than prior to the pandemic. Fund raising has been very successful, and income
has remained stable. No parishioners have died of COVID-19, and it seems that most of the
members have been vaccinated. Fortunately, there have been no COVID deaths in the parish.
Holy Cross Church, Fort Myers – Fr. George Volkovinsky, Rector
Holy Cross Church, geographically located east of the city-limits of Ft. Myers (in rural) Olga, FL
started 2020 out very strong, with families and children regularly attending services. The church

implemented membership/pledge cards, monthly adult classes on Sunday afternoons, Sunday
school, regular choir practice before Vespers on Saturdays and created a schedule of readers.
During 2020, there were 3 infant baptisms, 1 Catechumen, 1 new part-time residence, 1 new
full-time resident, a priest-monk who relocated from California, and 5 families who relocated
from Florida due to Covid-19. By the end of 2020, there was 1 regular altar boy. The average
Summer-Sunday attendance due to restrictions was 27, winter average attendance slightly
increased with parishioners slowly returning to a normal liturgical life, however most of the
“snow birds” did not return to Florida. The church maintains an interactive Facebook page, a
webpage, and also launched a YouTube page for services and sermons during times of
restricted service attendance. Despite the impact of 2020, Holy Cross Church maintained a
strong, solid and committed group of parishioners in which most maintenance/repairs and
general operations of the parish functioned off the sweat-equity of the variety of these talents,
as well as the generous contributions of the faithful.
St. Demetrius Church, Naples – Fr. Gleb McFatter, Rector
During 2020, St. Demetrius Mission remained steady despite the pandemic. Membership count
at the end of 2020 was 42. Fr. Gleb performed 3 baptisms and 1 funeral. Attendance in the
first part of this year was down considerably due to the pandemic but recovered well by the
end of 2020 and into 2021. Now attendance is at the pre-pandemic level. The current
endeavor for this year is the re-establishing of a parish website.
Ss. Peter & Paul Church, Miami
The parish has been waiting for almost 2 years for a religious worker’s visa to be approved for
Fr. Aleksey Rukavitsa from Ukraine. The State Department cites the pandemic and other
complications as the reason for the delay, but cannot as yet guarantee that his visa will be
approved. In the interim, Fr. Philip Reese has continued to fill-in on Sundays as he is able, in
addition to Dn. Carlos Miranda from the Cathedral who leads obednitsa services when needed.
Florida Keys Mission
A new effort to restart the Florida Keys Mission began in 2020 when Deanna Philips relocated
from California to Big Pine Key. With guidance from the Dean, Fr. Joseph Lucas, she began
listing an ad for reader services in the local paper, and has begun to attract a small core group.
Fr. Joseph will be traveling to the Keys in late October to serve the first Divine Liturgy for the
newly reconstituted group, and will begin discussing a plan to grow the Mission.
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North Florida Deanery Report--2021 Diocesan Assembly
The North Florida Deanery consists of six parishes, and six missions and two mission stations.
Presently we have a need for clergy for our mission stations in Gainesville and Valdosta.
Annunciation Russian Mission, Jacksonville, FL (2012)
Igumen Arkady (Migunov) Priest-in-Charge
Annunciation has begun the slow and tedious process of developing their 5-acre parcel in the
World Golf Village area, an area 15-20 minutes south of Jacksonville that links the communities
of St. Augustine and Jacksonville, in St. Johns County. St. Johns County is one of the fastest
growing counties in the U.S. and therefore construction costs keep climbing. They have begun
site development clearing trees, digging the pond, and bringing in 700 truckloads of fill. They
will continue developing their property as conditions allow.
Because of parish growth they are looking to rent expand their present rental facility by renting
the space next door. They have a Russian school to help children from Russian speaking
families learn and keep the Russian language.
St. Alexis Mission, Palm Coast, FL (1995)
Served by area Clergy
Fr Phillip Drennan who was “on loan” from the Antiochian Archdiocese retired after Pascha and
began living part time in the north and part time in Palm Coast. Fr David Rucker has begun
serving the mission for which we are grateful.
Having been a mission for 26 years, meeting only once/week, and missing most Feast Days,
the community has been more of a chaplaincy than a mission. We have begun working with the
mission council in trying shift the community culture from chaplaincy to church. Since about
1998 the community has been renting/sharing space with a Roman Catholic Church, and this
has hindered growth. They are now looking for a property to call their own. In addition, they
will now be serving midweek feasts.
St Andrew the First Called, New Port Richey, FL (1976)
Priest Patrick Smith, Rector
The parish has completed their building renovation and attendance continues to increase. They
filed a lawsuit and received a judgment in their favor against what turned out to be an illegal
contractor. Unfortunatley it is uncollectable. A complaint against the contractor who aided
and abetted the illegal contractor has been filed with the state and the investigator expects
action will be taken against this contractor’s license.
Because construction ran way over budget, St. Andrews had to borrow money and remarkably
they paid off all their debt in little time. Presently they have begun an icon project.
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Sts Joachim & Anna Mission, The Villages, FL (September 2021!)
Priest John Chudik, Priest-in-Charge
Beginning in about 2009 the founding priest of St. Raphael church, Fr David Balmer began doing
“Vespers in The Villages” twice per month. The Villages is a retirement community located 25
miles east of Inverness. This outreach continued with the arrival of Igumen Sergious Gerkin who
began planning to hive off the “Villagers” a St. Raphael Church to plant a church in The Villages.
This was realized September 1st, 2021. Between 2010 and 2020, The Villages was the fastest
growing metropolitan area in the United States.
They have a strong and committed leadership team/mission council. They presently rent a
banquet room in a local hotel and are looking for a permanent facility to call their own.
St. Justin Martyr, Jacksonville, FL (1994)
Archpriest Theodore Pisarchuk, Rector; Fr Jacob Hatch, Associate Priest
Like many parishes, St. Justin’s was impacted by Covid and many outreach ministries ceased
and now are restarting. We lost our youth director during this time and now are in the process
of hiring. For our Lenten almsgiving we raised $10k for two ministries in Uganda---a church
plant in Northern Uganda and the St Nektarios Medical Center which is sponsored by St Philip’s
in Tampa. We are now interviewing designers/architects for the next phase of our campus
development—either expanding existing facilities or building a temple.
St Mark, Bradenton, FL (1979)
V. Rev, Jonathan Cholcher, Rector
In May 2020, with gratitude we received Fr Jonathan into our diocese as the rector of St.
Mark’s. With the arrival of Fr Jonathan, the parish has stabilized, found its stride and is going to
the next level. Sunday attendance is up. In addition to the normal cycle of services they now
serve Vespers each Wednesday evening and Liturgy each Thursday morning and have a weekly
Faith and Life Class. They have formed a Teen Group and an Adult Bible Study. St Mark’s now
pays a a stipend to the choir director and have formed a committee to begin building a
fellowship hall.

St Philip the Apostle Mission, Tampa FL (2005)
Archpriest Joseph Ciarciaglino Priest-in-Charge
St. Philips has begun a Spanish outreach to the community, (Vladyka Dmitri is smiling!) They
have accumulated Spanish Orthodox materials and are now preparing to advertise in local
Spanish newspapers, etc. The community recently received a Spanish only speaker into the
Faith.
They continue their “Food for the Poor” collections of canned goods. They also collect baby
goods for women who have chosen not to abort. One parishioner has enrolled in a diaconal
formation classes which is fully sponsored by the parish. A touchstone of this community is the
ongoing work of Akonyibedo (St Nektarios) Health Center in Northern Uganda
(http://www.ugandaclinic.org/).
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St. Raphael Orthodox Church, Inverness, FL (2002)
Igumen Sergious (Gerken), Rector
Earlier this year the parish purposely and proactively hived off and planted Sts Joachim & Anna
Mission, in The Villages. As fate would have it, while Igumen Sergious was on medical leave,
Fr John Chudik was St Raphael’s supply priest. Fr John developed relationships within the
community and when the parish decided to pull the trigger on planting The Villages mission
(with the blessing of Vladyka Alexander) Fr John became the perfect choice for the planting
priest. Igumen Sergious and the community are to be congratulated for this great work.
Locally on the church they installed a new metal standing seam roof and air vents with fans to
draw air in from outside
St. Simeon Church, Titusville, FL (1966)
Fr Kyrill Williams, Priest-in Charge
Since the arrival of Fr Kyrill in December 2018 the parish continues to do well. Attendance is
healthy and stable, and giving has greatly increased. Fr Kyrill is keeping full liturgical schedule
despite being a full-time employment as a Hospice Chaplain. They now have a (well attended)
Wednesday night Zoom Bible Study. The choir is growing - in quality as well as numbers. They
continue to make improvements to their facilities.
St Stephen Orthodox Church, Orlando, FL. (1969)
Priest Daniel Hickman, Rector
Like other parishes, St. Stephen’s was significantly impacted by Covid. Still, they offer both
financial and other support to their daughter missions, St. John the Merciful (Kissimmee-South
Orlando and St. Nina Russian Mission. They continue to do outreach, helping refurbish St.
Francis House of Hospitality (a homeless ministry), hosted events at Choices Women's clinic
who women who chose life and they provide supplies for a new mother in need.
Their Education Building was closed for Covid, and after the reopened they discovered mold.
Parishioners pitched in to clean up. It took a lot of time but saved a lot of money.
Most significantly the building committee began working with New World Byantine/ Andrew
Gould to design a new temple.
St. Nina the Enlightener Russian Mission (2018)
Archpriest Andrey Syrkin (Attached to St. Stephen’s)
St Nina’s meets for 3-4 liturgies every month and for all the feasts at St. Stephen’s. St Nina’s is
a daughter of St. Stephen’s. Presently they are in negotiations and planning to rent a space of
their own in January 2022. They have a Wednesday evening Hybrid Bible Study. The
community follows the Old Calendar.
St John the Merciful Mission (2019)
Priest Daniel Hickman
St John the Merciful was planted in September of 2018 in South Orlando as a hive off of St
Stephen the Protomartyr. Fr Phillip Beiner arrived in July 2020 and served the parish every
other week as a deacon. He was ordained to the Holy Priesthood in March 2021 and has been
serving as if Priest-in-charge since. Since Fr Phillips ordination and full-time attachment
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attendance in a short time has gone from 20 to 40-50 on a Sunday. They are recipients of the
OCA Church Planting Grant. The community has a rented storefront and is very well appointed.
St John the Theologian Mission Station, Gainesville, FL
Igumen Arkady (Migunov)/Archpriest Theodore Pisarchuk
For the most part of the last 27 years we have had some sort of OCA mission work taking place
in Gainesville. For 10 years or so Fr Arkady served the Russian community on Saturday
mornings using the Greek Church. Fr Ted has had a monthly Vespers (& some Lenten
Presanctifieds) with a bible study. Because the local Greek Church no longer welcomed the
Russian community on Saturday mornings, Fr Arkady and Fr Ted melded the two groups and
together they celebrate one monthly liturgy on Saturday mornings with Fr Arkady or Fr Jacob
Hatch and monthly Vespers with Fr Ted.
Valdosta Orthodox Mission Station, Valdosta FL
Archpriest Theodore Pisarchuk/Priest Jacob Hatch
Presently Fr Ted and Fr Jacob alternate going to Valdosta to celebrate an Obednitsa service
monthly on a Sunday evening. During Covid we had many inquirers. Our leading family moved
away and we are struggling to find local leadership. The next closest Orthodox church is 75
miles away and the population should be enough to support an Orthodox Church.
Tallahassee, FL
We have a mission exploration meeting scheduled in November 7. We have had a few
people/families/inquirers who regularly drive from Tallahassee to Jacksonville for services and
we have chrismated one. Unfortunately, ROCOR aggressively pursues and steals our inquirers
and catechumens offering baptism without catechism.

